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Dear Church Family
I don’t know about you but my heart sank on Monday night when Boris Johnson announced another
national lockdown. We have some way to go yet before the vaccine overtakes the effects of the rising rate of new infections. But our hope is real that later in the Spring there will be a reversal.
Even though we continue to live in difficult days of lockdown we now have hope that the days of
waiting are now coming to an end. This reminds me of the hope contained in the book of Ezekiel.

To exiles hoping for restoration to their homeland Ezekiel’s vision of God in Chapter 1 was both disturbing and comforting. It was disturbing because it was clear that the exile had come about as a
result of God’s judgement on Judah’s sin. But it was also comforting because God in his holiness,
majesty and glory had not forsaken his people in exile. He was coming to them in judgement first to
warn them to turn back to him. We know that a small, faithful remnant did turn back to God and returned after 70 years of exile in Babylon to their home in Judah. Whilst we are not expecting a lockdown of 70 years (!!), lockdown shares many of the characteristics of exile for us. We feel in a state
of captivity, we do not enjoy past freedoms and choices, we experience real uncertainty and loss.
But the good news is that God has not forsakenness us in our exile experience. He comes to us
with a fresh vision of his sovereignty, majesty, holiness and glory if we will trust in him. God promises to draw near to us if we draw near to him in repentance from our self centredness. He is the infinite God who we can never fully comprehend in this life but he is also the personal God who has
drawn near to us in the person of his Son Jesus. In these difficult days we need now more than ever
to approach God with awe and wonder in prayer and worship, ever thankful and humbled by the
truth that the all sufficient, Lord of history has made himself known to us.
Blessings
Martin
Ezekiel 1 v 4 - 28
The God who is infinite and personal
10th January 2021
This pandemic has shown us that this world is marred by sin and is under the curse of the fall. Life
for us as Christians is like being in exile where we do not yet experience the fullness of being at
home. In this world we will experience trials and sufferings, struggles, temptations and disappointments. The pandemic has also exposed how vulnerable and frail we are as human beings and how
we are not in control of the world and even our own lives. This is not entirely bad news. Realising
that we as humans are not sovereign over this world and our lives gives us the opportunity to trust
fully in God. So it matters now more than ever who God is. If God is just a better version of us, more
loving, more kind, more generous etc. then the question comes – is he powerful enough to deal with
the curse of sin including pandemics? Or we might ask is God still in control of what seems a chaotic and broken world? As a nation it appears that God is shaking us in this pandemic as CS Lewis
says in the “Problem of Pain” ‘God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but
shouts in our pains; it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world…’ or in our case pain is God’s megaH B C Community News 10th January 2021

phone to rouse a deaf nation. I think CS Lewis is right. God is seeking our attention as a nation
through the pain and tragedy of lockdown. He is looking for Christians to submit to him and commit to
him again and make him known. He is looking for those who do not yet know him to turn to him. The
two are related, God makes himself known through us, the church.
The Bible tells us that God does make himself known personally to us even though he is incomprehensible. Supremely God has revealed what he is like by sending Jesus in our likeness to call us back
to a relationship with God. Jesus shows us that we are like God in certain ways but unlike him in
many ways. How are we like God? We communicate, God communicates. We love which reflects
God’s perfect love. We share wisdom which reflects God’s perfect wisdom. We seek justice which reflects God who is perfectly just and so on.
However there are many aspects of God where he is not like us – God is infinite – he has no limits, we
are limited. God is self existent – he depends on no one else for his existence – we depend on God
for our existence. God is omnipresent – he is not limited to one place – we are limited by being in one
place. God is omniscient – he knows all things past, present and future. We have limited knowledge.
God is omnipotent – he has infinite power. We have limited power. God is sovereign – there are no
limits to his control over the universe. We have limited control.
It is good news that God is not like us because he is in control of this world and his plan of salvation is
not disrupted for us or for the world by anything that happens. God can even use evil for his good purposes. It is good news that we are like God in certain ways because even though he is more powerful
and infinite than we can imagine, he is still able to have a personal relationship with us. This is because Jesus as fully God and fully human has made God known and bridged the gap between sinful
humanity and God in his infinite perfections. So God is infinite and sovereign over the pandemic but
also cares for us individually – this is good news.
The vision of God given to Ezekiel of God who is infinite and yet personal was both a great comfort to
Ezekiel and the exiles in Babylon and also highly disturbing. God came to Ezekiel the priest in exile in
a vision to demonstrate that he is sovereignly present with his people hundreds of miles away from
the temple in Jerusalem. God’s people may be far away from where God normally dwells in the temple
but God is not limited by the temple – he is present everywhere even in Babylon.
Over this last 9 months many of you have not been able to meet with other Christians in church. But
the good news is that God is not limited to one place. He is omnipresent. By his Spirit he meets with
us even on Zoom as we gather virtually.
Why does God visit Ezekiel in such a mind blowing vision? I think it is to show Ezekiel his glory, his
power, his majesty and his holiness. It is to show Ezekiel and the exiles that he is not like human beings. This is good news because as the God of infinite power, knowledge and sovereignty he is able
to rescue his people from Babylon and restore them to him. But notice that after all the visual display
and sound and fury of the vision God speaks personally to Ezekiel. In other words God is not just all
powerful and beyond comprehension. He is the God who loves and cares for his people individually.
But the vision also shows Judah that God in his holiness is coming to judge his people. They are in
exile in Babylon because they have disobeyed his laws. In order to be brought back to God his people
must recognise that God is all holy and that they have sinned against him. Only then can he stop disciplining them in judgement and begin to restore them and rescue them to go back home to their land.
In this pandemic we need a fresh vision of the God who is all powerful and perfectly holy. This panH B C Community News 10th January 2021

demic is a reminder and warning that we are in the last days before Jesus returns in final judgement.
Wars, pestilences, earthquakes, famines must all take place as signs that the creation is cursed by our sin.
God is perfectly loving and just. In his perfect love and justice he cannot leave sin unpunished. But rather
than punish human beings God sent his own Son Jesus to suffer the judgement of the curse of sin by dying on a cross. Jesus came to die and rise again so that the curse of sin could begin to be lifted. Only
when he comes again will these curses be finally removed. The curses on creation, including the pandemic then, are a sign that the creation still needs liberating and that human beings can only be released from
the curse of this fallen world by trusting in Jesus.
Let us take a look at this incredible vision of himself that God gives to Ezekiel and to us:
The vision begins with a storm and ends with a throne. God often appeared in the Old Testament in a
storm or in a cloud and mounted on a throne supported by cherubim e.g. Psalm 18 v 7-12:
The earth trembled and quaked,
and the foundations of the mountains shook;
they trembled because he was angry.
Smoke rose from his nostrils;
consuming fire came from his mouth,
burning coals blazed out of it.
He parted the heavens and came down;
dark clouds were under his feet.
he mounted the cherubim and flew;
he soared on the wings of the wind.
He made darkness his covering,
his canopy around him the dark rain clouds of the sky.
Out of the brightness of his presence
clouds advanced,
with hailstones, and bolts of lightning.
God comes to Ezekiel in exile in Babylon in a mighty windstorm and immense cloud from the north – v 4a:
'I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north - an immense cloud with flashing lightning and
surrounded by brilliant light'. God is on the move. He is not restricted to the temple in Jerusalem. God is
coming to his people in exile in Babylon to intervene. Inside this windstorm are living creatures with legs
and wings. Torches of fire are moving between the living creatures. Alongside the living creatures are various wheels with each wheel intersecting a wheel – something like a gyroscope of wheels which can move
in any direction. All of these wheels move together and stop together under the control of the spirit of the
living creatures.
The Divine Warrior riding in His Chariot
The imagery of the Lord riding on a storm, surrounded by fire and lightning was a common way of
describing the coming of God as the divine warrior. The wheels of Ezekiel’s vision represent a chariot. So
the vision is of God riding a chariot as the warrior king. The image of God as a warrior was often used by
the prophets to speak of the Lord’s coming to deliver his people. In this vision, however, it is significant that
the windstorm is coming out of the north, the traditional source of Judah’s enemies. God as divine warrior
is approaching here not to deliver his people but to wage war on them in the judgement of exile. Deliverance and restoration are promised but first the people must turn away from their rebellion before God will
deliver them.
The Lord’s throne chariot is supported by living creatures called cherubim who are known as throne
H B C Community News 10th January 2021

bearers. Each of these cherubim have four faces each – that of a man, a lion, an ox and an eagle. The
lion depicts God’s strength and royalty. The eagle symbolised the swiftness and mobility of the eagle,
the ox symbolises God’s power and the man God’s wisdom and reason. These images express that
God is infinite, sovereign on the throne of the universe and all knowing and powerful.
Four living creatures, four heads and four wings relates to the four corners of the earth. The vision is
declaring that God is sovereign over all 4 corners of the earth, in all directions. His all seeing presence
can be anywhere, literally in a flash. This is facilitated by the wheels which all like freewheeling castors
which enabled the living creatures to move in any direction without appearing to turn or swivel. The
wheels were high and awesome and full of eyes depicting the all knowing presence of God.
The throne
Above this chariot and the living creatures Ezekiel sees a vast crystal expanse or dome which sparkled like ice. Above this great crystal platform was what looked like a throne. The throne was a brilliant
rich blue as though made from one of the most precious stones lapis lazuli. And on the throne God sits
as a fiery human like figure surrounded by something like the appearance of a rainbow on a rainy day.
No wonder Ezekiel fell face down at this vision. It is overwhelming and mind blowing. Ezekiel is overcome with the glory and majesty of God. Notice that throughout his description of this vision Ezekiel
uses phrases such as “Like the appearance of” and “saw that from what appeared to be.” At the end of
his vision Ezekiel hesitates even to say that he has seen God on his throne – v 28b, 'This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. When I sw it, I fell face down, and I heard the voice
of one speaking'. This is because Ezekiel is struggling to describe God who is incomprehensible to us.
He is more infinite, more glorious, more powerful, more knowing, more sovereign than we can describe in words.
We have the benefit of John’s vision of God on the throne in heaven in Revelation 4 which has many
similar features to Ezekiel’s – Revelation 4 v 1-8:
After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven And the voice I had first
heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place
after this". At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and
seated on them were twenty-four elders,. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their
heads. From the throne come flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne,
seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. Also before the throne there was what
looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.
In the centre, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front
and behind. The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like
a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying:
"Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God almighty,
who was, and is, and is to come!
The God who appeared to Ezekiel in Babylon is the same God who appeared to John in a vision. Our
God is today seated in glory and majesty on the throne. The image of a throne speaks of authority and
power. God’s throne is the seat of his rule over history, his kingship over earthly kings; it is the place of
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his righteousness and justice. We worship a God who is not like us. We should approach God’s
throne of grace in worship and prayer with awe, wonder, humility and thankfulness that through Jesus
God has made it possible for us to draw near to him.
But also just as God’s presence came to his people in exile there is no place and no circumstance in
our world where God is not present. The image of the throne as able to move in all 4 directions reminds us that God is present everywhere. God is sovereign over the global realities of the world including this pandemic as well as over every detail of our individual lives. God is everywhere and in
charge. The image of the rainbow over the throne reminds us that God is faithful to his covenant
promises. Those who trust in Jesus will be saved in the final judgement and will live in eternity in a
new earth and new heaven.
But God’s presence came to his people Judah predominantly in judgement. God is a holy God who
will judge evil. He is still the divine warrior who comes to establish justice. This is both good news and
bad news. It is bad news to Satan whose time is short and whose days are numbered. It is bad news
to all those who reject the good news that Jesus took God’s judgement for our sin on the cross.
The challenge to us today is this. We know that Jesus is coming again to judge the world. We are
called to live holy lives in readiness for his coming. We are called to turn away from living life independently of God and turn to God in trust and submission. Knowing we are frail and powerless in this
pandemic is a good place to begin to come to God. As we come to God in humility and seek his help,
he promises to draw near to us by his Spirit. We are then called to make God known in our workplaces, families, amongst friends and neighbours. God wants to make himself known to those who are lost
in our community and searching for answers. He is the all powerful, infinite, sovereign God who is in
control of everything. But he is also the God who reaches out personally through his Son and calls
people home from exile. But he calls them home through his people like us.

Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.

FOODBANK
You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx, 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left there and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want
to donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Custard; Tinned fruit; Washing powder; Jam; Washing up liquid; Paper towels; Dog food & Dog
treats.
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Teaching and study series from January 2021
January 10th

Session 1 'The Glory God Displays' - Ezekiel 1: 4 - 28
Small group session 1
Preach: Martin; Lead: Steve

January 17th

Session 2 'The Idolatry God Detests' - Ezekiel 8: 1-18
Small group session 2
Preach: Martin; Lead: Alison

January 24th

Session 3 'The Covenant God Keeps' - Ezekiel 16
Small group session 3
Preach: Martin; Lead: Steve

January 31st

Open Doors Speaker
Lead: Alison

Sunday Services & Church Usage
Due to the latest Coronavirus restrictions, the Baptist Union have requested that Baptist Churches do
not open their buildings for in-person worship on a Sunday so that churches stand in solidarity with
their communities in eradicating the virus. The Government still allow churches to meet in law but the
Baptist Union feel there is a moral imperative here.
The elders have taken the decision to close the church to in person worship and all services will be on
line only on Zoom. This is because of the current risks of a very high infection rates and therefore our
agreement with the Baptist Union recommendation. We will review the situation continually and keep
you updated if we decide to reopen the church. Please do not come down to the church unless you
have a specific task to do such as caretaker, banner arrangements, cleaning.
If you do not have a computer or a smartphone you can still access the audio of the services live by
using your land line and entering the details below on your phone to join the service this Sunday.
Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.
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Thanks, Nigel
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MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am - on a weekly basis. This is a great
opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in power to bring in His Kingdom.
Evelyn will send out the link to these prayer meetings in the week before.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom.

Birthdays
We do not have any birthdays to put n the newssheet for January or February yet, so if you would like
to have your birthday included, please let Evelyn know.

ALPHA
Please pray for and invite your friends and neighbours to join in with the Alpha Course from 21st
January. If you would like an invite, there are some on the reception desk and you are welcome to
collect them.

Heathervale Baptist Church
Heathervale Road, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15 3NW
Phone: 01932 343588
Email: admin@heathervale.org.uk www.heathervale.org.uk
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