Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

3rd January 2021

Dear Church Family
As we begin a New Year I offer you Paul’s blessing in Romans 15 v 13 below:
'May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit'.
This wonderful blessing reminds us that God’s presence lives with us and in us through the gift of
the Holy Spirit. This is the basis of our hope as we go forward into a New Year where there will
undoubtedly be further challenges. God did not abandon us in 2020 in the midst of all the upheaval
and trauma of the pandemic and he promises to be with us forever.
This Sunday we begin a new sermon and small group series, 'Living in the light of God’s presence'
from the book of Ezekiel. Ezekiel is a book filled with hope that God promises to be with his people
even in the trauma of exile. Ezekiel is a book that comforts God’s people in the midst of the exile of
judgement, that God will restore them and do a new work in them. We need to hear this message
of the hope of God’s comfort and presence in our world as we continue to live with the upheaval
that the Corona virus has brought.
It needs to be said that Ezekiel is not the easiest book to interpret. Ezekiel himself appears to be
an eccentric prophet, who gets up to strange antics to illustrate his sermons. For example in
Ezekiel chapter 4 God instructs Ezekiel to lie on his left side for 390 days and then repeat this by
lying on his right side for 40 days!! And then there are the bizarre visions. What is his book all
about, and how is it significant for the church today?
Ezekiel’s ministry was addressed to a people suffering trauma, in exile, far away from their homeland. This had come on them as a result of their repeated failure to keep God’s covenant laws. Invasion by a foreign empire and exile to Babylon was God’s judgement on them for not keeping his
covenant. The good news of Ezekiel is that even in the trauma of exile and God’s judgement, God
has not abandoned his covenant with his chosen people. The Lord repeatedly tells Ezekiel that he
was acting – first in judgement and then in restoration – so that his people would know that he was
the Lord. Ezekiel engages in the context of his time with a people suffering upheaval, bringing the
challenge as well as the comfort of the gospel.
This last year has been a year of both trauma and upheaval for many. As Christians we are not
immune from the fallout of Covid. We live in a fallen and suffering world. The New Testament
reminds us that as Christians we are now in a permanent state of exile. Peter begins his letter by
addressing the churches in this way – 'To God’s elect, exiles scattered…..' (1 Peter 1 v 1b).
Christians are now considered citizens of the Jerusalem 'that is above'. We have dual citizenship.
We live as exiles on earth, our temporary home. But our permanent home is in heaven. So we are
not 'home' yet, but live in a fallen world where viruses, injustice, sin and temptation are still a
reality. But the good news is that just as God had not abandoned his chosen people far away from
home in exile in Babylon, God has not abandoned us. We will come back to how God’s presence
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remains with us in a moment, but let’s return to the theme of judgement and restoration in the book of
Ezekiel.
The movement from judgement to restoration is seen through the series of visions given to Ezekiel. In
chapter 1, exiled Ezekiel is given a vision of the kingly glory of God. Then, in chapters 8-11, another
vision records the sad departure of the glory of God from the temple in Jerusalem. After years of
warning about judgement, Ezekiel promises restoration and his vision of dry bones raised to life in
chapter 37 show’s God’s power in being able to bring that about. The final vision of the renewed temple in chapters 40-48 then records the return of God’s glory to take up residence there, to dwell with
this people.
Through the visions he receives, Ezekiel is led to the conclusion that God will reaffirm his covenant
relationship with his people. He will do an inner work in them, giving them new life through the Holy
Spirit, in order that they can respond to him – Ezekiel 36 v 26-27:
'I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you;
I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees
and be careful to keep my laws'.
That hope expressed in Ezekiel finds its ultimate fulfilment in Jesus, whose death, resurrection and
gift of the Spirit continue to shape God’s people today.
Through Ezekiel we come to see that God reigns over the whole world, where even the nations are
part of his great plan, where all those who receive the promised new heart are made his people.
Through the Holy Spirit, God promises to be with us whatever we face as exiles in this world. As we
move forward into 2021 we do so in the hope that God has promised, 'never will I leave you, never will
I forsake you'. God will be with us to comfort and strengthen us until Christ returns to renew the heavens and the earth. Then we will be fully home. The vision of the temple in Ezekiel chapters 40-48
where God makes his permanent dwelling among his people, is ultimately fulfilled in the new heaven
and the new earth where, 'God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them'
Revelation 21 v 3.
FOODBANK
There will not be any collection boxes out for foodbank before January 4th.
You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx, 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left there and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want
to donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Custard; Tinned fruit; Washing powder; Jam; Washing up liquid; Paper towels; Dog food & Dog
treats.

Birthdays
We do not have any birthdays to put n the newssheet for January or February yet, so if you would like
to have your birthday included, please let Evelyn know.
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Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.

Thanks, Nigel

Teaching and study series from January 2021
January 3rd

Introduction to Ezekiel - Ezekiel 1: 1-3
Preach: Martin, Lead: Martin

January 10th

Session 1 'The Glory God Displays' - Ezekiel 1: 1-28
Small group session 1
Preach: Martin; Lead: Steve

January 17th

Session 2 'The Idolatry God Detests' - Ezekiel 8: 1-18
Small group session 2
Preach: Martin; Lead: Alison

January 24th

Session 3 'The Covenant God Keeps' - Ezekiel 16
Small group session 3
Preach: Martin; Lead: Steve

January 31st

Open Doors Speaker
Lead: Alison

February 7th

Session 4 'The Nations God Judges' - Ezekiel 25: 1-17
Small group session 4

February 14th

Session 5 'The People God Restores' - Ezekiel 36: 24-28 & Ezekiel 37 v 1-14
Small group session 5

February 21st

Session 6 'The Presence of God Established' - Ezekiel 47: 1-12
Church meeting
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Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?

Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am - on a weekly basis. This is a great
opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in power to bring in His Kingdom.
Evelyn will send out the link to these prayer meetings in the week before.

These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom.

Heathervale Baptist Church
Heathervale Road, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15 3NW
Phone: 01932 343588
Email: admin@heathervale.org.uk www.heathervale.org.uk
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