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Dear Church Family
We find ourselves celebrating Christmas this year in the midst of a Tier 4 lockdown. The truth of
Christmas is that even though Tiers may change, 'Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever'.
May you know the presence of Christ this Christmas who entered our world in weakness and vulnerability as a helpless babe. Pete Grieg has written a prayer especially for us in this time of lockdown. I
share this in the hope that you will be comforted and strengthened through it:
A prayer for the many millions dealing with deep disappointment this Christmas:
May the love of God the Father bring unexpected comfort to your home today, connecting hearts that
are apart, and reconfiguring family this Christmas.
May the hope of God the Son, born into dark disruption and deep uncertainty, ignite a little light in your
home today, surprising you with joy this Christmas.
May the peace of God the Holy Spirit console your soul today, filling your heart and your home with
the serenity of his presence this Christmas.
And so let us return to that first Christmas to find a fearful mother as she brings her baby into such a
dark place and time in history. It is not what she wanted.
See the uncertainty etched in the man’s features, worried and unable to properly provide, feeling
clumsy, unsure of his own role and involvement. It is not what he wanted.
Consider their sense of isolation at a time of such vulnerability, far away from loved-ones and home. It
is not what they wanted.
Imagine the frustration they feel, forced to be here now, against their will, at this most intimate moment
by the relentless demands of a distant government. It is not what they wanted.
This year of all years, perhaps we may celebrate with new understanding the Christmas no one
wanted. The fragility of life in the shadow of death, the hope of healing in a dangerous environment,
the love ephemeral yet eternal, born to a tiny, vulnerable, isolated, disorientated, disappointed, fearful,
fragile family, which is Immanuel, God with us (when others can’t be with us), a Light that shines in the
darkness, a defiant hope in spite of everything, Jesus Christ the Lord.

Blessings
Martin
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Psalm 91
God is my protection and deliverer
In looking for a picture that would remind us of God’s protection and his deliverance I found this one
(shown on screen). It reminded me that underneath are the everlasting arms and he covers us with
his wings.
In the sermon at the end of the year it is one that I normally look back over the last year and give
hope for the new year. In some way it is easier this year as the last year has not been anything like
we all envisaged at the start.
I read a comment on 2020, that we all should apologise to 2019 for all the bad things we said about it
as we entered 2020. I think we could say that about any year depending on how good or bad the following year was.
As a Christian I felt 2020 can be summed up by Psalm 91 for us all. It is full of hope and confidence,
not in man but in God.
Added to this Steve taught us a new song by Graham Kendrick and Ben Trigg called ‘Holy Overshadowing’. It was written by them in 2013, released by Graham Kendrick in 2017. A song that sums up
Psalm 91 and God’s protection over us.
Not all that has happened in 2020 has been bad, there has been some very positive things that have
happened as well:
Pollution dropped dramatically during lockdown
NHS charities benefitted from Captain Tom Moore
An army of volunteers was assembled
Covid 19 vaccine produced and approved in record time
Pace of life slowed down
Good weather during first lockdown
People turning to Jesus around the world
Just to name a few
We give thanks to God for these signs of grace that even in the midst of the darkest times he is sovereign and is always and forever the Lord of creation.
These signs of grace in a difficult year are also a reminder that when Satan does his worst God is at
work in power. At the cross when Satan had done his worst in causing human beings to crucify the
Son of God, God’s power was manifest.
The resurrection of Jesus is God’s victory over sin, death and all sickness and decay. When Jesus
returns all death, all sin, all viruses will be brought to an end in a new heaven and a new earth.
We need to read Psalm 91 with this final victory in mind. While the cross and resurrection mark a turning point in history we continue to live with sickness and decay and death until the whole creation is
renewed.
Notice that the Psalmist says in verse 15: 'I will be with him in trouble'. The Psalm is not a promise
that as Christians we will be shielded from all suffering. But the Psalm promises God’s protection and
help in and through suffering.
But the promises of Psalm 91 are real for Christians in this life and for eternity. There is nothing in all
creation that can separate us from God’s love, a love that will keep us safe for eternity.
Romans 8 v 38-39
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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This Psalm is without a title, and we have no way of knowing the name of its writer with any certainly.
Some commentaries consider that when the author's name is not mentioned we may assign the
Psalm to the last-named writer.
If so, this is another Psalm of Moses, the man of God. Many of the phrases used here are similar to
those of Moses in Deuteronomy, this would point towards him as the composer.
Because the Psalm shares some of the themes and phrases of Psalms 27 and 31, some think the author was David.
Regardless of who the author is, I am sure we are grateful to God, for inspiring the words to be recorded for the time it was written, today and for future generations.
What has the Psalm got to say to us today as we enter a new year of service to God as individuals
and as fellowships?

Psalm 91 v 1 to 2
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will
say of the Lord, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’
Moses used similar words when blessing the tribes in Deuteronomy. In the blessing to Asher he said:
Deuteronomy 33 v 27
The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.
And in v 29:
Deuteronomy 33 v 29a
Blessed are you, Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord? He is your shield and
helper and your glorious sword.
As we look back over 2020 and the circumstances that we have found ourselves in during a pandemic, lockdowns, church closures, work and shop closures and other circumstances, it is good to know
that the Psalmist is reminding us that we have a God who loves us and cares for us.
As Christians we dwell in the shelter of the Most High, we are in the presence of God. God who is
always surrounding us. In His presence there is protection and deliverance. Knowing this should enable us to be at peace, whatever our present circumstances.
When we unreservedly put our trust in God, instead of the world and its support systems no matter
how good they are, we find that help and lasting solutions to our problems are always at hand.
If we allow him, God guides us from fear to a hope that is steadfast and sure, and guides us from
doubt to faith and courage.

We need to be close and in tune with our creator God, just like the swan in the picture shown on
screen. It is by doing this we can come before him and lay our burdens down and know that he will
respond to us, even when circumstances are at their darkest.
It is good to know that we not only rest in the shadow of the Almighty but also underneath are the everlasting arms to catch us when we fall.
Psalm 91 v 3 and 4
Surely, he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover
you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your
shield and rampart.
Those who live under the cover of God are sure of his protection when faced with all the enemy’s
schemes to try and trap us and cause us to fall.
We will all face trials and temptations, when we do, we are assured that we will not face them alone.
God will stand with us so that we will not face it alone.
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The dictionary definition of pestilence is any epidemic outbreak of a deadly and highly infectious disease, such as the plague. We can now add Coronavirus to the list not only as an epidemic but under a
world pandemic.
It is estimated that over 100,000 died from the plague in England. Coronavirus, by the time it is eradicated might exceed this figure in the UK alone. So many more around the world. The scientists believe that the total number will exceed 3 million worldwide.
The Psalmist says in verses 2 and 3 that our God, in whom we trust, will save us from the deadly pestilence. God will bring deliverance from this current crisis, not only through a vaccine but through his
care for us as his children.
If the number of deaths worldwide from Coronavirus are really bad then they are only very small compared with those who will suffer an eternal death through the pestilence for sin.
When sin entered the world, it was subjected to periods of plagues, natural disasters, wars, famines
and pandemics. We can read about them throughout the bible. These are also signs of the end of the
age as we await the coming again of Jesus.
Jesus spoke to his disciples, on the Mount of Olives, about the signs of the end of the age and Luke
records this:
Luke 21 v 11
There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events
and great signs from heaven.
What is happening around the world are signs that we are in the last days and we need to be prepared for our Saviour’s return. None of us know the day he is coming but every day we get nearer to
it.
God has delivered us from sin through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In order to receive
his deliverance and his protection then we must put our faith and trust in him and him only.
As we enter 2021, we do not know what it will bring for us as individuals, the fellowships we belong to,
our nation or the world. But, one thing we can be assured of is God’s love, protection and deliverance
from any situation.
A new year’s blessing from God, can be found in Psalm 91 v 14 to 16 and to make it personal to you:
‘Because you love me,’ says the Lord, ‘I will rescue you; I will protect you, for you
acknowledge my name. You will call on me, and I will answer you; I will be with you in trouble, I
will deliver you and honour you. With long life I will satisfy you and show you my salvation.’
How good would it be if those in our families, our friends and those we come into contact with could
have this promise from God over their lives. We will have lots of opportunities to spread the Good
News in 2021, let’s take them and win them for Christ.
May God bless you and your families in 2021.

Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.
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December Services
27th 10.30am Family Service
Psalm 91
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)
In line with the government announcement, places of worship are allowed to open
again. Therefore, we have re-opened the church for those who would like to attend. Social distancing, face coverings and no singing are still required and we will
be complying with these requirements. If you would like to attend please let the office know and you will be added to the list. If capacity is exceeded then priority will be given to
those who do not have the facility to attend via Zoom. The zoom link for the Christmas service is
on the website.

email: admin@heathervale.org.uk
tel:
01932 343588
Christmas Collection
This year our Christmas Collection will be in aid of both Tearfund and The Trussell Trust (the organisation behind foodbanks). This allows us to support those in need both in this country, and overseas after
this difficult year.
If you'd like to give online, the appeals can be found at the links below:
Tearfund: www.tearfund.org/giveatchristmas
Trussell Trust: www.trusselltrust.org/make-a-donation

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS - Christmas arrangements
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am - on a weekly basis. This is a great
opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in power to bring in His Kingdom. However, there will NOT be a prayer meeting on 28th December, but they will
resume on 4th January 2021! Please keep the link for that meeting as there will not be anything sent out that
week.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom.

FOODBANK
There will not be any foodbank boxes out next week, so the next time for the collection boxes will be on January
4th 2021. The list will be in next week's newssheet.
Thanks for all the donations given during this year.
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Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.

Thanks, Nigel

Teaching and study series from January 2021
January 3rd

Introduction to Ezekiel - Ezekiel 1: 1-3

January 10th

Session 1 'The Glory God displays' - Ezekiel 1: 1-28
Small group session 1

January 17th

Session 2 'The idolatry God detests' - Ezekiel 8: 1-18
Small group session 2

January 24th

Session 3 'The covenant God keeps' - Ezekiel 16
Small group session 3

January 31st

Open Doors Speaker

February 7th

Session 4 'The Nations God judges' - Ezekiel 25: 1-17
Small group session 4

February 14th

Session 5 'The People God restores' - Ezekiel 36: 24-28 & Ezekiel 37 v 1-14
Small group session 5

February 21st

Session 6 'The Presence of God Establishes' - Ezekiel 47: 1-12
Church meeting
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