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Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

13th December 2020
Dear Church Family

The Permanence of Christmas
John Lennox is Emeritus Professor of Mathematics at Oxford University – he wrote the book “Where is
God in a Coronavirus world?” Here is a quote from the book:“Never before have we experienced the lockdown of cities and even countries, the closing of borders,
the banning of travel, the shutting of all but essential services, the banning of large sports gatherings,
and the silent towns and cities that shout of fear and self-isolation. One major effect is the universal
feeling of increased vulnerability. Many of us had got used to a fairly stable world, where life was reasonably predictable. Now that all appears to be crumbling away: the things we have always counted on
have gone and we are exposed as never before to forces way outside our control. People fear for their
health, both physical and psychological; for their families and friends, particularly the elderly and infirm;
for their social networks, their food supply, their jobs and economic security, and a host of other things.
In such a shaky and uncertain climate, it is very easy to lose a sense of proportion.”
Christmas is good news in a world where we are all too aware of our vulnerability and frailty. The reason for this is that the Jesus who entered into the frailty of our human flesh is forever and permanently
fully God and fully human. This Jesus now permanently mediates for us in heaven.

This Sunday we will be looking at how Jesus mediates for us to the Father in heaven by praying for us
as the perfect high priest. Jesus prays for us and blesses us with the gift of divine power through the
Holy Spirit so we might run the race of faith and cross the finish line into heaven. The benefits of Christmas are permanent and eternal. Good news indeed for living as Christians in a world of insecurity and
fragility.
Blessings
Martin

13th December 2020
The permanence of Christmas
1 Timothy 5 - 6a
1 Timothy 2 v 5: 'For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus'. Paul is writing here in the present tense and calls Jesus 'the man Christ Jesus.' In other words
the Jesus who is now in heaven at the right hand of God the Father is forever the human being who
was born to the virgin Mary in a stable in Bethlehem. But as fully God he is also the mediator between
God and man.
Why does this matter? It matters because Jesus is uniquely qualified as fully God and fully human to
mediate between us and God. The dictionary defines mediation as 'a structured, interactive process
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where an impartial third party assists disputing parties in resolving conflict.'
Before Jesus Christ was born as a human being in that first Christmas human beings were in conflict
with God. Human beings are not born into the world loving and serving God as Creator and King of
the world. We naturally seek to live on our own terms independently of God’s loving rule. We are naturally in conflict with God. But Jesus came into the world by being born as a human being in order to
resolve the conflict between human beings and God. He did this by paying the penalty for all our rejection of God by dying on a cross. If we trust in Jesus and seek his forgiveness for our sin of rejecting God, we can be reconciled to God for eternity and become God’s children. In a fragile and insecure world what a comfort and hope it is to know that Jesus has permanently secured peace and reconciliation between believers and God through his death, resurrection and ascension.
But this is not the only good news for us . The Jesus who was born a human being is now forever still
human but in heaven – Hebrews 7 v 24: '… but because Jesus lives for ever, he has a permanent
priesthood.' Jesus didn’t shed the human skin he took on as a baby. He still has a body – a 'glorious
body' , a perfected human body, a body like we haven’t yet experienced but one day will experience
when he transforms us. The glorious transformed human body of Jesus is our hope of being transformed in our humanity. In Jesus ascended, Gerrit Scott Dawson says this:'If Jesus dropped the hypostatic union with humanity (that is he gave up being human when he ascended back to heaven), then he dropped us, and we are left forsaken on this side of the great divide,
unable to fulfil our purpose, find forgiveness and restored communion, or enact our mission.'
But Jesus hasn’t dropped us. The author Douglas Wilson affirms that when Jesus became man..
'he was not “slumming” for 33 years, only to return afterwards to his pre-incarnate state. He came a
man in order to be our high priest – so that there would be a man praying for us at the right hand of
the Father – and he continues to occupy this office, and will occupy it forever – Christ is our high
priest continually. This means that the second person of the triune God became a man forever.'
Priests in the Old Testament represented the people to God by praying for them. What this means is
that Jesus is continually praying for each Christian by name to his Father in heaven that we would
finish the race and enter heaven. Isn’t that amazing! Jesus is praying for you that you would persevere in the race of faith and make it over the finish line – I hope that encourages you.
Only Jesus is able to pray for us in this way. Because he became a human being at Christmas and
continues to be human, he has the right to represent us in our humanity to God. He can pray for us
from the viewpoint of a sympathetic high priest because he understands by experience what we go
through. But in his human nature alone Jesus could not be a high priest for people over all the world.
If Jesus was only human he could not hear the prayers of people far away, nor could he hear prayers
that were only spoken in a person’s mind. He could not hear all prayer requests simultaneously for in
the world at any one moment there are millions of people praying to him. Therefore, in order to be the
perfect high priest who intercedes for us, he must be God as well as man. He must be one who in his
divine nature can know all things and bring them into the presence of the Father.
The reality that Jesus is continually praying for us should give us great encouragement. He always
prays for us according to the Father’s will, so we can know that his requests will be granted. Jesus is
uniquely qualified as the perfect high priest to pray for us so that we will be saved for eternity and enter into heaven – Hebrews 7 v 25: 'Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God
through him, because he always lives to intercede for them'.
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Lewis Berkhof says this in his Systematic Theology:“It is a consoling thought that Christ is praying for us…that He is presenting to the Father those spiritual
needs which were not present to our minds and which we often neglect to include in our prayers…and
that He prays for our protection against the dangers of which we are not even conscious, and against the
enemies which threaten us, though we do not notice it. He is praying that our faith may not cease, and
that we may come out victoriously in the end.”
Jesus as the perfect high priest not only presents prayers to God on our behalf he receives blessings
from the Father to give to us. After ascending back to heaven Jesus was given the gift of the Holy Spirit
by his father to pour out on all believers. We can ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit because Jesus has received this gift and pours it out from heaven to those who ask. The gift of the Holy Spirit strengthens us
and gives us God’s love and hope in the midst of suffering, Romans 5 v 5: 'And hope does not disappoint
us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us'. When
Jesus ascended into heaven he was given spiritual gifts to pour out on the church – Ephesians 4 v 8:
This is why it says:
"When he ascended on high,
he led captives in his train
and gave gifts to men".
The gift of the Spirit grows fruit in us of love, joy, peace, goodness, forbearance , gentleness, kindness,
self control, faithfulness. Peter sums up the gift of the Holy Spirit for us – 2 Peter 1 v 3: 'His divine power
has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his
own glory and goodness'.
Jesus as the perfect high priest gives us all the power we need through the Holy Spirit to run the race of
faith and enter heaven. Jesus is the perfect high priest because he became forever fully God and fully
human at Christmas. The good news of Christmas is that through Jesus we have access to permanent
and eternal benefits to live godly lives in a fragile and insecure world.
Our salvation is as sure as his continuing incarnation. Jesus really is for eternity and not just for Christmas.

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am - on a weekly basis. This is a great
opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in power
to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to these
prayer meetings in the week before.

Compassion
Following on from Tobi preaching last week, if anyone was interested in sponsoring
a child, the link that was provided with those specific children is valid until 20th
December: www.compassionuk.org/hope/HVALEBC
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December Services

13th

20th

25th

27th

10.30 am Family Service inc. Nativity play (recorded)
The permanence of Christmas - 1 Timothy 5 - 6a
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)
10.30 am Communion Service
God all wrapped up - Luke 2: 1 - 20
(Live Stream on Zoom only)
5.00 pm Carols by Candlelight
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)
10.00 am Christmas Day Celebration
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)
10.30am Family Service
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)

In line with the government announcement this week, places of worship are allowed to open again
now. Therefore, we have re-opened the church for those who would like to attend. Social
distancing, face coverings and no singing are still required and we will be complying with these
requirements. If you would like to attend please let the office know and you will be added to the
list. If capacity is exceeded then priority will be given to those who do not have the facility to
attend via Zoom. The zoom link for all the Christmas services above is on the website.
email:
tel:

admin@heathervale.org.uk
01932 343588

Christmas Collection
This year our Christmas Collection will be in aid of both Tearfund and The Trussell Trust (the organisation behind foodbanks). This allows us to support those in need both in this country, and overseas after
this difficult year.
If you'd like to give online, the appeals can be found at the links below:
Tearfund: www.tearfund.org/giveatchristmas
Trussell Trust: www.trusselltrust.org/make-a-donation

Communal Card
The communal card is ready, those without email will receive a paper copy in the post, however there
are some spare paper copies on reception. if you would like to come and collect one, Then please do
so. I will just print off a few at the time.

Thanks

H B C Community News 13th December 2020

FOODBANK

You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx, 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left there and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want
to donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Tinned custard or rice pudding; Tinned tuna; Tinned ham, Tinned hotdogs; Squash; Tinned fruit;
Tinned peas or carrots; Long life juice; Washing powder; Washing up liquid; Anti bac surface cleaner; Shampoo; Toothpaste; Tooth brushes - adult & children; razor blades; Shaving foam; Male & female deodorants;
Thanks.
Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.

Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.

Thanks, Nigel

Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent), a list of
those who have a birthday during the month. Let us, 'Rejoice with those
who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.
Sarah on her Birthday on 23rd December.
We can also rejoice with Bob & Pam who celebrate their 62nd Wedding Anniversary on 13th December.
Many congratulations to you both.

If you have a birthday in December or January and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email
Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your
consent to include you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included,
please also confirm that for us.
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