Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

8th November 2020
Dear Church Family,
An optional part of Remembrance Sunday is the wording:When you go home, tell them of us and say,
For your tomorrow, we gave our today.
Sacrifice is central to Remembrance Day. People have literally given their lives and continue to do so in the service of others to protect us from evil and to uphold the cause of justice.
Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice of dying on the cross to pay the penalty for our sin. He died out of love for us
and love for the Father. John in his letter defines love based on the sacrificial example of Jesus – 1 John 3 v 16:
'This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for
our brothers'.
Jesus is our model for loving others. For some Christians around the world this loving sacrifice means imprisonment, torture, persecution and even death. But for all Christians the command to love following the example of
Jesus is a call to offer our bodies as living sacrifices – Romans 12 v 1: 'Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of
God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of worship'. This means living to serve Christ and living to love others sacrificially. This means to do our paid work or
voluntary work or to raise our families not with self interest in mind but for the good of serving others and for the
glory of God. As we lay down our self centred concerns so paradoxically we find life in all its fullness. The way of
sacrifice is the way of freedom and joy in serving.
Now more than ever in this time of increased isolation, anxiety and uncertainty let us, 'look not only to our own
needs but to the needs of others. Let us have the mind and attitude of Christ who did not consider equality with
God something to be grasped, but taking the nature of a servant…' Philippians 2 v 4ff. Let us love in costly, sacrificial ways. Pick up the phone to someone you know of who needs some friendship and support. Offer to go shopping on someone’s behalf who has to self isolate. Do your work with excellence serving Christ and others so that
you provide value for money and give a good service that enhances the lives of others and brings glory to God.
Let us raise our families as an act of loving service to God. All of this requires costly sacrifice. But we have both a
model in Christ and the power and means of love through the holy Spirit within.
Blessings
Martin

Family Ties
1 John 3: 11 - 18
8th November 2020
Last week we looked at how Christians, as God’s children, are to resemble the family likeness of God
as our loving Father. Today we look at how, as brothers and sisters in the family of God, we are commanded to love one another - 1 John 3 v 11: 'This is the message you heard from the beginning. We
should love one another'. With family comes responsibility to love. It is the same in the church. As
Christians we have family ties and responsibilities to love one another. Love according to the bible is
defined by Jesus’s sacrifice for us – 1 John 3 v 16a: 'This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ
laid down his life for us'.
Today on Remembrance Sunday, we remember the sacrifice of so many past and present who have
given up their lives and put themselves in danger, for the cause of justice and opposing evil. The ulti-
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mate example of sacrifice in Jesus is our model for loving sacrifice in laying down our lives for our
brothers and sisters in Christ – 1 John 3 v 16b: 'And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers'.
Some Christians today pay the ultimate cost of following Jesus as they are persecuted and even killed
for their love and loyalty to Jesus. For some Christians then, the call to lay down their lives in love for
Jesus is a literal one. But for us there is also a cost to our love for Jesus. John says that true love is
about laying down our lives for our brothers and sisters. Laying down our lives for others is about sacrificing our own time, money and possessions to help others in need.
Surely lockdown is the time when we most need to love each other by laying down our lives for one
another. Taking the time to pick up the phone and listen to someone who needs some company and a
listening ear is the way to love sacrificially. Going about our work as Christians on the front line without
complaining, but with a servant heart, is the way of sacrificial love. Taking the time to cook something
for someone who is having a hard time is the way to love sacrificially. Taking the time to send someone
a note of thanks or encouragement is a way of loving sacrifice. Taking the time to help someone with
their shopping who has to isolate is the way of loving sacrifice. Giving time to serve at a foodbank or in
Let's do lunch is the way of loving sacrifice. Committing ourselves to being joyful in hope and patient in
affliction as Christians is the way of loving sacrifice.
So, love as sacrifice is demanding and costly. Giving things up, whether time or comfort or money for
the sake of others is not a one-time action. It is a lifelong discipline. Showing concern for the needs of
others is a daily struggle against selfishness. Our fallen sinful nature craves comfort and ease. But sacrificial love often calls us to give up self-interest, comfort and ease. Sustaining an interest in the welfare
of others is an ongoing expression of love. All of us should be looking out for the needs of others and
asking is there anything I can do to love that person? We all have loving moments – when we are good
at putting the needs of others ahead of our own – but it is another thing to live a loving life. A life lived
in regular and consistent service to others is only possible through the indwelling of God’s love. We
need to ask for more of God’s love to fill us so we can love God and others. But then we need to follow
the example of Jesus. If we want to love one another our model is Jesus who laid down his life for us.
John reminds the Christians he is writing to about the command to love one another because there
was division in the churches. False teachers had caused such division in the churches that some had
literally left the church and given up on their faith. The fall out and anger leading to this division must
have been intense because of the language of hate. John warns the remaining Christians not to be
like those who have stirred up division and hatred in the church. He uses the negative example of
Cain and tells them – don’t be like Cain – v 12: 'Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his bother's were righteous'.
Back in Genesis 4 Cain and Abel were the sons of Adam and Eve. Abel kept flocks and Cain worked
the soil. Cain brought an offering of some of his gardening produce to God. Abel also brought an offering of some fat portions from some of the firstborn from his flock. The story says that God looked with
favour on Abel and his offering but not with favour on Cain and his offering. Cain became very angry .
We learn that God saw the anger of Cain and told him that he was not accepted because his heart was
not righteous before God. In other words Abel was doing right in making an offering to God out of his
love for God. But Cain’s offering was all a show he did not love God but only his own reputation. As a
result Cain hated Abel because he was jealous of Abel’s love for God and God’s acceptance of him.
So Cain killed his brother Abel.
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John uses this story as an analogy for the way the world hates Christians who love God and do what is
right – v 13: 'Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you'. The world in John’s meaning refers to rebellious humanity. It is the world opposed to God. In the context of the churches John is writing
to, those who have left the church and followed the false teachers have hated true Christians. The Christians must have suffered all kinds of abuse and hatred from those who left the church. The language of
murder though does seem extreme. Until we remember perhaps the link Jesus made between murder
and anger – Matthew 5 v 21-22a: 'You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgement'. But I tell you that anyone who is angry with
his brother will be subject to judgement'.
In other words Jesus is concerned about the attitude of our hearts towards others and not just our external actions. To desire that someone is destroyed in their reputation or to wish them out of our lives is tantamount to an attitude of murder. Sometimes you hear those tragic words where there is so much resentment and hatred that someone states, “he or she is dead to me.”
John is saying that those who have hated the true Christians and left the church are behaving like those
in the world who oppose and hate Christians. Jesus warned us that the world will hate Christians because of him – John 15 v 18: 'If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first'. The world hates
Christians because we love Jesus. But why is it that the world hates Jesus? After all didn’t Jesus come
into the world to die for our sins and because God so loved the world? The answer is that human hearts
are rebellious and in their natural state reject God and the one he has sent. Only by a miraculous work of
the Spirit can someone turn from opposing God and believe.
Now we still might be left thinking – isn’t John still being a bit extreme here? You and I can point to many
friends, work colleagues or family members who while they might not agree with our faith, we think of
them as decent, friendly law abiding people and we would struggle to say they hate God or us. First of all
we need to understand that in many areas our secular society does indeed hate Christian teaching. If
you hold a faithful biblical view of marriage as given by God between a man and a woman your view will
be hated by many and seen as narrow, intolerant, out of touch and so on. Holding to the truth that a relationship with God is only possible by believing in Jesus will also bring out hate and accusations of arrogance and narrow mindedness. Second John uses the contrast of love and hate to show that there is no
sitting on the fence when it comes to loving God and others. We either love God and his people or we
hate God and his people. This is true for non-Christians who are decent, upright and respectable as well
as those non-Christians who are obviously rebellious.
Let me illustrate:Imagine 2 newly qualified school teachers Matt and Tom, starting their first jobs and looking for cheap
accommodation. To their delight, a family friend, a wealthy music mogul with a stunning estate near their
school, offers them his mansion. He tells them “I’ll be abroad for a few years, I don’t really need money
so enjoy my mansion for a small rent. All I ask is that you stay in touch and respond to my emails and
look after the place.” The friends are ecstatic. So they move in, each taking one wing of the mansion.
Matt is a wild man – a party animal – and soon the east wing is trashed; cigarette burns on the furniture,
beer stains on the walls and mud trodden into the carpets. Everyone knows that when the owner returns,
Matt will be rightly kicked out.
But Tom is different – quiet and polite. He’s so well behaved that the west wing is spotless. Everyone
assumes that the owner will be glad to let Tom stay.
But when the owner returns, he asks them both to leave. Friends of Tom are shocked. But to anyone
who asks the owner explains: “Look, I realise they’re different – Matt trashed the place while Tom was
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tidy. But they treated me exactly the same. Both of them totally ignored me; neither bothered to answer my messages and the house is now seriously damaged; they couldn’t even be bothered to pay
the small rent I asked for. Since they’ve so abused my kindness, I’m afraid they can’t stay”. No-one
could quarrel with the owner in this story. This story illustrates the different ways we treat God. We
live in God’s world, enjoying his extreme generosity. God expects us to listen to his messages in
Scripture, look after his creation and seek his help in prayer. But humans ignore him and disobey him.
Some of us trash our lives – the relational wreckage is everywhere. Others of us are clean living, religious and well behaved. But we ignore God, proudly presuming that we belong in heaven. Some
even ignore him for so long that they declare him dead and claim the house is now theirs. Either way
we hate God by ignoring him.
But Christians have passed from death to life. We have God’s Spirit in us who changes our desire to
love God and not ignore him. So it is natural for Christians to love God and love one another.
If we love God, John says that we will show it by sacrificially loving those in need who are our brothers and sisters in Christ – verse 17-18: 'If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in
need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with
words or tongue but with actions and in truth'. Sharing material possessions is offered as just one
example of laying down our life for brothers and sisters. If anyone sees a brother or sister in need but
has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? To take pity on someone is to be
moved with compassion to action. Like the Samaritan who put his own life in danger to help the Jew
left beaten and dying at the side of the road, so true pity will move us to give up our time, comfort,
safety, possessions for the sake of helping others in need.
We have family ties as the household and family of God. Let us then show our love for one another
by loving one another with actions as well as words.
Leaders' Election - 17th November Members' Meeting
There have been 2 nominations for Deacons' elections at the November Meeting.
Deacon for Finance: Alison - one year term
Proposed by Tony, Seconded by Evelyn
Deacon : Janine - three year term
Proposed by Nigel; Seconded by Maureen.
Please pray for Alison and Janine.
Ineke does not feel called to restand on the leadership team for another term but is willing to continue
in the roll of Coordinator for Mission. We thank Ineke for her help and contributions over the last 6
years.
The Leaders.

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.
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Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series:
November 8th

November 15th
November 22nd
November 29th

Family Ties - 1 John 3:11- 18
(Remembrance Sunday)
Preach: Martin; Lead: Tony; Worship: Steve & Sarah
True Love - 1 John 4:1-21 (Communion)
Preach: Martin; Lead: Steve; Worship Steve
Open Doors Speaker
Preach: Guest speaker; Lead: Alison; Worship: Steve
True Confidence - 1 John 5:1- end
Preach & lead: Martin; Worship: Steve & Sarah

Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent), a list of
those who have a birthday during the month. Let us, 'Rejoice with those
who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.

Tony N on his birthday on 30th November.
Joan on her birthday on 30th November.

If you have a birthday in November and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on:
admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include
you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that
for us.

FOODBANK
You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx, 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left there and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want
to donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Tinned custard or rice pudding; Tinned tuna; Tinned ham, Tinned hotdogs; Squash; Tinned fruit;
Tinned peas or carrots; Long life juice; Washing powder; Washing up liquid; Anti bac surface cleaner; Shampoo; Toothpaste; Tooth brushes - adult & children; razor blades; Shaving foam; Male & female deodorants;
And Christmas items no later than 20th November 2020 please:
Boxes/tins of biscuits; Christmas cakes & puddings; Chocolates; Cranberry sauce; Stuffing; Christmas
Crackers.
Thanks.
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Church premises usage - updates
Due to the latest Government lockdown, the church buildings will be closed from this Thursday until December 2nd. We will be broadcasting our services live on Zoom. Please do not come down to the church
buildings from this Thursday but instead contact the church office by phone (01932 343588) or
email (admin@heathervale.org.uk) with any enquiries.
We are allowed under government regulations to broadcast livestream worship from the church on a
Sunday but there will be no congregation in church.
Sunday worship will continue at 10.30am on Zoom along with the 9.30 am prayer meetings on Monday mornings on Zoom – everyone is welcome to join these meetings.

The links are sent out each week.
Under Government guidelines, funerals of up to 30 people are allowed in church.

Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.

Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.
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Operation Christmas Child 2020
First of all, thank you to everyone who responded to our request for fillers for shoeboxes this
year. As we had some ‘leftovers’ from last year, we found ourselves with a good supply.
A small group of us have spent a very pleasant (and socially distanced!) few days packing the
donated fillers into GO boxes this week.
We now have about 180 boxes ready to be dispatched. At the moment we have enough money to sponsor the transport costs of 72 boxes. We would love to be able to raise the sponsorship for the remaining 108.

It costs £5 per box to take it to a needy child, who will also have a chance to hear about the
love of Jesus for them.
If you would like to be involved you can do so in one of two ways. If you are a taxpayer, you
can donate online at www.samaritans-purse.org.uk, and click on ‘Donate and follow your box’.
You can then gift-aid your donation. If you are able to do this, please let me know how many
boxes you have sponsored.
Otherwise, any donations of money can be put in a marked envelope into the church letter
box, and Evelyn will pass them on to me.
If you have taken a GO box to fill, please contact Evelyn and arrange a time to leave your box
under the covered area outside the church entrance. Evelyn will bring the boxes inside the
church for collection. Filled boxes must be returned by Sunday 22nd November.
We have missed processing boxes this year, but it has been wonderful to do what we could to
bring joy in the name of Jesus to children around the world.
Pauline Ramdhony.
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The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want
to pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name we
speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding
flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy.
To any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome may
be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local
government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust may
grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy Spirit and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community
that you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and work
here, that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you".
Amen.
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