Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

29th November 2020
Dear Church Family
Advent is a season set aside for waiting and watching, longing and looking for the Messiah. Through
liturgies, calendars, wreaths, and more, we anticipate by counting down the days until Christ’s arrival
with expectancy and hope. Even as we celebrate Christ’s first arrival, we watch and ache for his promised second coming, when God will dwell with us forever and everything fractured will be made new. As
2020 comes to a close, we long and even ache—perhaps like never before—for hope, love, joy, and
peace.

As Christians, this ache should not be surprising, unfamiliar, or even just for the Advent season. In
Romans 8 v 22-23: 'We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies'. Paul says, 'We
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now . . . [and we
too] groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies'. Elsewhere
Paul says, “In this tent, we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling" (2 Corinthians 5 v 4), and
“We live godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2 v 12b-14).
For many, 2020 has felt like one long groan. Between the pandemic, a struggling economy, the isolation
of quarantine and online school and work, racial injustice, wildfires, hurricanes, a noisy election in the
US, this year has reminded us again and again of our mortality, lack of control, and collective brokenness. As 2020 comes to a close, we long—perhaps like never before—for hope, love, joy, and
peace. In other words, 2020 has primed us for the ache of Advent.

John 1 v 1-14 – The Glory of the Incarnation
I believe the incarnation of Jesus as the Word made flesh offers us the grace we need to live in the reality of a
broken and groaning creation with hope. The truth that the eternal Son of God took on the weakness and frailty
of our human flesh is of great relevance to us because we have a God who sympathises with our weaknesses
and groans. This is because the eternal Son of God, the Word, took on human flesh. But in his divinity we have
a God who has the authority and power to help us in our weakness too.
John chapter 1 is where we see this truth most fully:
The Word became flesh
This doctrine of the incarnation is encapsulated in verse 14: 'The Word became flesh and dwelt among us'.
Jesus Christ was born of the virgin Mary in the stable at Bethlehem. But the second person of the trinity did not
come into being at his birth. John says in v1: 'In the beginning was the Word', and then at a certain time, “The
Word became flesh.” God the Son - the Word - did not come to existence in his incarnation, but he became a
human being in addition to a divine being. Christ’s incarnation means that the Son of God became human in the
fullest sense, without losing any of his divinity. How can this be?
An illustration might help – Imagine you decide to test drive a brand new BMW. As you leave the dealership you
decide to drive out in the country for a bit and in doing so you come upon some unpaved dirt roads. It so
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happens that this area had received torrential rains for the
past several days so these dirt roads are extremely
muddy. Nonetheless, you drive this new shiny car on those
muddy back roads for several miles, spinning the tyres and
enjoying how the car handles in these slippery conditions.
Returning to the dealership you pull in with a car now
caked all over with mud. The salesman sees you and says,
“What have you done to my car?” At this you calmly reply,
“I haven’t taken anything away from your car; I’ve only
added to it!” and of course the point is correct. The beautiful shine of the car is still there. Its lustre and beauty haven’t been removed. But what has happened is that
something else has been added to the car that prevents these qualities from being able to shine through. The
human nature added to Christ’s deity is like the mud added to the lustre and brilliance of that bright and shiny
car.
But Jesus allowed the lustre of his eternal glory to be hidden in coming to earth in human form, precisely so that
more of God’s glory and grace could be revealed to sinful humans. When Jesus took on our flesh he gained a
human body, which enabled him to suffer death for us. Jesus also possessed a human mind and heart; he felt
all we feel, including sorrow and joy, weariness and temptation.
If John had said that the Word 'became a human being' that would have been pretty startling to his first readers.
But John doesn’t say that he says that the Word became flesh. Flesh gets tired and hungry. It aches. God didn’t
come and play at being a human being. He stood right up to his neck in what it means to be a human being. He
became a refugee. He was mocked by his own family. He was found guilty by an establishment that wanted rid
of him. By the grave of a friend called Lazarus, Jesus wept real tears. In the garden of Gethsemane, the night
he was betrayed, that was real blood he sweated. When they nailed him to the cross, it was real blood he shed.
The point John is making is that God became one of us.
In 1863 a Priest by the name of Father Joseph Damian
was inspired by the example of Jesus to go to help a leper colony on one of the Hawaiian islands. The people
there had been banished without family, friends or any
sort of help. Father Damian went to live among them. He
buried the dead, cleaned the water system, built them
homes and set up a school, a hospital and two church
buildings. In 1885 the lepers were stunned when he started a sermon one Sunday with the words 'We lepers..' He too had contracted the disease.
This man was prepared to go to those lepers and show them love, even though it meant becoming one of them.
And this is what God has done for us. When we seek Jesus through the Bible and in prayer he says to us, 'We
humans…'
If you feel the ache and groaning of life then Jesus has been there. If you know grief, then remember Jesus
cried by the grave of a friend. Have friends let you down? Jesus knows what it is to be betrayed. Have you felt
the pain of loneliness? Jesus prayed on his own on the night before his death while his friends slept. Have you
ever felt abandoned by God? Jesus cried out from the cross “My God, my God why have you forsaken me.”
The truth is that Jesus was forsaken, betrayed and even executed so that we might never be forsaken and never be separated from God’s love, not even by death.
We are able then to bring all of our human struggles to Jesus in prayer knowing he understands and sympathises with us – Hebrews 4 v 15-16: 'Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we
are - yet was without sin'.
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The task of a high priest is to approach people on behalf of the people, to gather what the people bring – their
offerings, their prayers, their cares, their deepest needs and to take these offerings into the very presence of
God. Jesus does this for us with sympathy because he understands our weaknesses because he has experienced our humanity. Therefore Jesus does not place ordinary offerings – lambs or grain or money on the
heavenly altar; he carries our human struggles to God. Jesus the high priest carries our need, our distress,
our pain, our sickness, to the very throne room of God. But then in his divinity, Jesus is able to carry our sorrows and give us mercy, and grace to help us in our need.
John says more about the grace that Jesus offers us in our need.
The fullness of his grace
Because Jesus is full of grace and truth we can receive one blessing after another – v 16: Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our
time of need'.. A better translation is 'And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace'. Grace
upon grace means that there is, grace after grace for all who come to Jesus in never ending provision for us.
There is never a circumstance beyond Jesus’s ability to provide for us. When the wine ran out at the wedding
in Cana, Jesus had the fullness to provide an abundance of the highest quality wine for the feast. For a man
who had been lame for 38 years, Jesus had power to heal. When a vast crowd was hungry, he fed them all
with just 5 barley loaves and 2 fishes. Even death did not exhaust his fullness, for when Lazarus lay cold in
the grave Jesus had the fullness to restore him to life.
Jesus provides all the kinds of grace that we need. William Barclay writes – 'We need one grace in the days
of prosperity and another in the days of adversity. We need one grace in the sunlit days of youth and another
when the shadows of age begin to lengthen. The church needs one grace in the days of persecution and another when the days of acceptance have come. We need one grace when we feel we are on top of things and
another when we are depressed and discouraged and near to despair'.
The only thing for which we truly should crave is more of the grace Jesus gives. Too often we settle on a spiritual plateau. We have received a certain amount of grace and we are not seeking any more. But Jesus has
more to provide. So whatever season we are in, Jesus wants us to learn that we can depend on more and
more of his grace. When we are going through the dark valley and our faith is being tested to new levels, we
should pray to be more filled with Christ – with his love, with his Spirit and with his power. We should seek to
be vessels by which Christ’s provision of grace might flow to others. Kent Hughes writes, 'When grace flows
into one life, grace also begins to flow out…As the grace you receive flows out to others, more grace will
come and then more grace and then even more grace'.
We know the fullness of God in the incarnation of Jesus when we look to Jesus to fill us with more of the glory of his grace. As the glory of Jesus grows year by year in our hearts so we share this glory with the world.
As we experience the aching and groaning of this world, we also cry out to receive more grace. Others who
are lost in this groaning world need us to overflow with this grace now more than ever

Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If
you are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you
will be placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between
you and the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.
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December Services
6th
13th

20th

25th
27th

10.30 am Family Service (from Compassion)
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)
10.30 am Family Service inc. Nativity play
The permanence of Christmas - 1 Timothy 5 - 6a
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)
10.30 am Communion Service
God all wrapped up - Luke 2: 1 - 20
(Live Stream on Zoom only)
5.00 pm Carols by Candlelight
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)
10.00 am Christmas Day Celebration
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)
10.30am Family Service
(in Church & Live Stream on Zoom)

In line with the government announcement this week, places of worship are allowed to open
from 3rd December 2020. Therefore, we will re-open the church from 6th December 2020 for
those who would like to attend. Social distancing, face coverings and no singing are still required and we will be complying with these requirements. If you would like to attend please let
the office know and you will be added to the list. If capacity is exceeded then priority will be
given to those who do not have the facility to attend via Zoom.
email:
tel:

admin@heathervale.org.uk
01932 343588

As you will have seen there will be no Christmas card collections and sorting here this year due to the
restrictions in place. However, we will be offering the communal card, and anyone wanting a short
Christmas message included, please send that to Evelyn on email: admin@heathervale.org.uk if you
can, or ring on 01932 343588, by December 7th and it will be included. We will then distribute that
through email or through the post for those not on email.

Thanks

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am - on a weekly basis. This is a great
opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in power
to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to these
prayer meetings in the week before.
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Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent), a list of
those who have a birthday during the month. Let us, 'Rejoice with those
who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.

Tony N on his birthday on 30th November.
Joan on her birthday on 30th November.
If you have a birthday in December and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on:
admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include
you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that
for us.

FOODBANK
You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx, 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left there and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want
to donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Tinned custard or rice pudding; Tinned tuna; Tinned ham, Tinned hotdogs; Squash; Tinned fruit;
Tinned peas or carrots; Long life juice; Washing powder; Washing up liquid; Anti bac surface cleaner; Shampoo; Toothpaste; Tooth brushes - adult & children; razor blades; Shaving foam; Male & female deodorants;
Thanks.

Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.

Heathervale Baptist Church
Heathervale Road, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15 3NW
Phone: 01932 343588
Email: admin@heathervale.org.uk www.heathervale.org.uk
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