Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

15th November 2020
Dear Church Family,
In recent days we have witnessed the sad reality of two of our dearly loved members, Grace and Edith,
passing on to be with their Lord Jesus in heaven. Both these ladies personified what it means to
faithfully serve Jesus all through their lives. They leave us an example and legacy of passion, wholeheartedness, commitment, love and faithfulness to God. As we remember them and their lives we thank
God that we have known them and been inspired in our own journey of faith by their examples.
Christian funerals are unique in that they allow room for grief but alongside this, there is also the strong
note of celebration and thanksgiving. This is because for the Christian, death is not the end but the
gateway into the eternal presence of Jesus. We grieve for Grace and Edith because they are no longer
with us and we feel the loss of their wisdom, their godly examples of love and commitment and their joy
in the Lord. But we know that for both of them now, all pain and suffering and sorrow are now at an end
and so we also celebrate their faith and the bliss in eternity that they are now experiencing.
But in remembering them the writer of Hebrews also calls us to be inspired in our own journey of faith,
which the writer calls ‘running the race’ – Hebrews 12 v 1 - 2: Therefore, since we are surrounded by
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God'.

The writer of Hebrews pictures Christians in this life surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. Grace
and Edith are now part of this great cloud of witnesses. Their faithfulness is a constant encouragement
to us to keep running the race of faith until we reach the finish line. Grace and Edith have run the race
and won and their witness stirs us to run and win also.
Blessings
Martin
True Prophecy
1 John 4: 1 - 6
15th November 2020

Wayne Grudem defines the spiritual gift of prophecy in this way:'Prophecy is telling something that God has brought spontaneously to mind'
This could be in the form of words or a picture or even a song or hymn prompted by the Holy Spirit.
Prophecy is different from teaching. Teaching is conscious reflection on a bible text, containing interpretation of the text and application to life. But if a message is the report of something God brings suddenly to mind, then it is a prophecy.
Prophecy according to the Bible has less authority than teaching and prophecies in the church are always to be subject to the authoritative teaching of Scripture. So Timothy was not told to prophesy
Paul’s instructions in the church, he was to teach them. So prophecies need to be weighed and tested
against the authority of Scripture.
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Paul says that the purpose of prophecy in the church is this – 1 Cor 14 v 3: 'But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort'. The power of prophecy is that
it can speak to the needs of people’s hearts in a spontaneous, direct way.
Another great advantage of the gift of prophecy is that it provides an opportunity for participation by
everyone in the congregation. Paul says that he wants all the Corinthians to prophesy – 1 Cor 14 v 5: 'I
would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. He who prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may be edified'.
In prayer meetings we encourage prophecy – people do share pictures that God brings to mind or
songs or an impression that God has given them. Sometimes prophecy comes in the form of a Scripture that God suddenly brings to mind. Sometimes someone gets a strong sense of needing to pray for
a particular person or situation – these are examples of prophecy. This has the effect of encouraging,
strengthening, edifying, guiding and even correcting sometimes those present. While God gives revelation to any Christian in a prophetic message, not everyone receives the spiritual gift of prophecy. However due to the way prophecy builds up the church, Paul says that we should earnestly desire the gift
of prophecy – 1 Cor 14 v 1: 'Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift
of prophecy.' Someone with the gift of prophecy will regularly share messages from God which are
known to be accurate and to line up with Scripture. They will be known as a person with spiritual integrity who has a sound grasp of biblical teaching and is submissive to authority in leadership and the authority of Scripture to weigh and test prophecy.
I myself have benefitted enormously from people who have prayed over me with prophetically inspired
words or pictures or Scriptures. These prophecies have guided me, strengthened me, encouraged me
and even corrected me as a Christian and as a Pastor.
There is a downside to encouraging prophecy and that is that sometimes prophecy can be false.
Sometimes people share prophecies that are not prompted by the Holy Spirit but rather prompted by
the spirit of the antichrist – 1 John 4 v 3: 'But every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from
God, This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the
world'.
Sarah and I were on the receiving end of a false prophecy at a conference . The effect of it was not to
strengthen or edify us but to leave us uneasy and disturbed – probably more uneasy about the person
giving the prophecy. She actually told us which church she was from so I was able to contact the Pastor who told me that the content of her so called prophecy for us was more a commentary on her own
disappointment and struggles. So we need to test the spirit behind the prophecy to discern if it is from
God or not. John in this passage helps us to discern and test the spirits behind prophecies to see if
they are true or false.
The context John was writing into were churches where prophecy was prevalent. The present test of
the command in v 1: 'do not believe every spirit' suggests that John’s readers were tending to accept
uncritically all prophecy which claimed to be inspired. So John urges them to test the source of every
claim to be speaking by the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Was the prophecy from God? or were the
speakers false prophets? These are the questions John is addressing.
The false prophets John is addressing are the same people who are teaching falsely about Jesus and
the people who have caused division, and splits in the churches - v 1b: ' …. because many false
prophets have gone out into the world'. These false prophets are inspired by the spirit of the antichrist.
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This is another way of saying that these false prophets are inspired not by the Holy Spirit but by evil and
unclean demonic spirits opposed to Jesus. John gives two tests for discerning true prophets from false
prophets
John’s first test to help us discern whether prophets are true or false is this:
What does the prophet say about Jesus?
In other words we need to discern if the person giving the prophecy is spiritually sound in what they believe about Jesus. False teachers were speaking about Jesus in heretical ways in the churches John
was addressing. These heresies about Jesus were generating false prophecies inspired by the spirit of
the antichrist v 2-3: 'This is how you can recognise the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in
the world'. Just to remind ourselves of this heretical teaching. It was that Jesus was not fully human in
all of his birth, life, death and resurrection. The false teachers believed that the divine Jesus only joined
with the human Jesus at his baptism and then the divine Jesus left the human Jesus when he was crucified and raised to life. The false teachers believed that the human body was unclean and so the divine
Jesus could not have joined with the human Jesus for his birth, life, death and resurrection, but only temporarily between his baptism and crucifixion.
This false teaching resulted in false prophecies about the divine Jesus that were detached from Jesus’s
death on the cross, his resurrection and his coming again in glory. These false prophecies focussed on
reaching a higher level of spiritual enlightenment independent of the life of Jesus.
It is obvious to see the wrong direction prophecy would go based on this heresy about Jesus. If you disconnect prophecy from the central message of the gospel you will go wrong. Jesus as fully God took on
human flesh in order to pay the penalty of death for our sins. His resurrection proves that the penalty of
sin and death, has been fully paid. Jesus’ resurrection is the basis of the hope for the bodily resurrection
and eternal life of all Christians If prophecy misses out this central work of the gospel, sin and its consequences are ignored and the reality of a bodily resurrection based on Jesus’ resurrection is also ignored.
If prophecy leaves out Jesus, it becomes about human beings finding spiritual enlightenment with God
outside of Jesus. Obeying Jesus in this body in this life becomes irrelevant if Jesus’s perfect sinless life
in human flesh is irrelevant.
Now we might think that there is no-one in Christian circles today who would teach that Jesus was not
fully human as well as fully divine. But a recent survey among evangelical Christians in the US by Christianity Today magazine reveals a troubling heresy about Jesus.

Strangely, while most evangelicals strongly believe in justification by faith alone, they are confused about
the person of Jesus Christ. On one hand, virtually all evangelicals express support for Trinitarian doctrine. Yet at the same time, most agree that Jesus is the first and greatest being created by God, which
was a view espoused by the ancient heretic Arius.
Arius was condemned at the Council of Nicaea in 325, and again at the Council of Constantinople in
381. Yet the number of American evangelicals who agree with his view has increased from 2016, when
71 percent agreed and 23 percent disagreed, to today when 78 percent agree and 18 percent disagree.
“There is a general lack of teaching today on the person of Christ, a doctrine for which the early church
fought so hard.”
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The problems this sort of heresy creates are obvious. If Jesus is just another created person, albeit
the first person, then he isn’t fully God as well as fully human. So why then should we submit to Jesus
as Lord and King? Why should we submit to the authority of the Scriptures which all point to Jesus?.
If Jesus is no longer the gold standard of what we believe then we can believe what we like about
God. But the truth is that as Jesus said we can only know the Father if we know Jesus – John 14 v 67a: 'Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except
through me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well'.
'We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen
to us. This is how we recognise the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. Dear friends, let us love
one another, for love comes from God'. To know Jesus is to submit to his authority over us as the Son
of God. All claims to prophecy have to be tested against the words and ministry of Jesus. If the prophetic message is not consistent with the teaching and ministry of Jesus we consider it false.
So the warning is there for us. If we are going to encourage prophecy we need to do so against the
sound backdrop of teaching about the divinity and humanity of Jesus. We cannot just accept prophecies because the person claims to be inspired by the Holy Spirit. We need to discern if the person’s
life and faith is shaped by a sound belief in Jesus and in all his life and ministry. If the person is not
sound in their view of Jesus we will not be able to trust any claim of inspired speaking from them. I
have been in meetings where there have been all sorts of teachings and claims about the speaker
experiencing visions and encountering angels and seeing glory clouds and so forth. What is interesting in these meetings is what is not said . If Jesus as God in the flesh in his perfect life, death, resurrection and return are not mentioned or skipped over be very cautious about what spirit is operating.
The Holy Spirit will always glorify Jesus. If a speaker or prophet is bigging up their experiences with
God or claiming fresh revelation without reference to Jesus as the centre then be very wary about
accepting what is being claimed or taught.
The second test John uses to discern true prophecy and false prophecy is:
Who listens to these ‘prophets?’ - v 5: 'They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them'.
The false prophets speak in accordance with the world’s values and so their message goes down well
with people who are not Christians. The world will listen to those who promote its values. John and
his readers, however are from God – v 6: We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us;
but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognise the Spirit of truth and the
spirit of falsehood'.

True prophets will listen to and follow the teachings of the Apostles in Scripture like John. False
prophets do not listen to the Apostolic teaching in Scripture.
I have seen this firsthand. Sometimes people declare that they are prophets who speak inspired messages from God. You can tell that they are false prophets if they do not accept the authority of church
leaders or scripture. A false prophet will claim they have authority to speak by the Holy Spirit and
don’t need the approval or recognition of the church leaders. This kind of rebellious spirit should set
alarm bells ringing and this person needs silencing lest they lead others astray with false prophecies.
A person with a gift of prophecy who uses this gift regularly will be submissive when it comes to being
under the authority of both the church leaders and the teaching of Scripture. The church leaders together with the wider church have the responsibility to test prophecies. God’s people know the voice
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of Jesus the good shepherd. John says in John 10 v 4-5: 'When he has brought out all his own, he
goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never
follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognise a stranger's
voice'. When God’s Spirit inspires a prophet, his people will discern God’s truth.
So John reassures us not to fear false prophets- v 4: 'You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world'. As Christians
we have overcome the Devil that is the one who is from the world, through the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit in each Christian is greater than the devil who inspires false prophets. God’s power to save us is
always much greater than the devil’s power to do harm.

Sunday Morning Service
This will include communion, so please come prepared with juice and some bread.
Jenny and family would like to thank everyone for their cards, messages and prayers both after
Grace's passing and for the funeral. Thanks to those who helped it run smoothly .

Condolences to the family of Edith, our longest serving member, who has gone to be with her Lord
last Sunday. The service of Thanksgiving for her is 25th November at 2pm at the church. Further details will be circulated later, but in line with the current restrictions, attendance will be limited. There
will be a zoom link for those wanting to join in the service.
MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.

Leaders' Election - 17th November Members' Meeting
There have been 2 nominations for Deacons' elections at the November Meeting.
Deacon for Finance: Alison - one year term
Proposed by Tony, Seconded by Evelyn
Deacon : Janine - three year term
Proposed by Nigel; Seconded by Maureen.
Please pray for Alison and Janine.
Ineke does not feel called to restand on the leadership team for another term but is willing to continue
in the roll of Coordinator for Mission. We thank Ineke for her help and contributions over the last 6
years.
The Leaders.
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Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series:
November 15th
November 22nd
November 29th

True Prophecy - 1 John 4:1 - 6 (Communion)
Preach: Martin; Lead: Steve; Worship Steve
Open Doors Speaker
Preach: Guest speaker; Lead: Alison; Worship: Steve
True Confidence - 1 John 5:1- end
Preach & lead: Martin; Worship: Steve & Sarah

Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent), a list of
those who have a birthday during the month. Let us, 'Rejoice with those
who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.

Tony N on his birthday on 30th November.
Joan on her birthday on 30th November.

If you have a birthday in November and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on:
admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include
you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that
for us.

FOODBANK
You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx, 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left there and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want
to donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Tinned custard or rice pudding; Tinned tuna; Tinned ham, Tinned hotdogs; Squash; Tinned fruit;
Tinned peas or carrots; Long life juice; Washing powder; Washing up liquid; Anti bac surface cleaner; Shampoo; Toothpaste; Tooth brushes - adult & children; razor blades; Shaving foam; Male & female deodorants;
And Christmas items no later than 20th November 2020 please:
Boxes/tins of biscuits; Christmas cakes & puddings; Chocolates; Cranberry sauce; Stuffing; Christmas
Crackers.
Thanks.
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Church premises usage - updates
Due to the latest Government lockdown, the church buildings will be closed from this Thursday until December 2nd. We will be broadcasting our services live on Zoom. Please do not come down to the church
buildings from this Thursday but instead contact the church office by phone (01932 343588) or
email (admin@heathervale.org.uk) with any enquiries.
We are allowed under government regulations to broadcast livestream worship from the church on a
Sunday but there will be no congregation in church.
Sunday worship will continue at 10.30am on Zoom along with the 9.30 am prayer meetings on Monday mornings on Zoom – everyone is welcome to join these meetings.

The links are sent out each week.
Under Government guidelines, funerals of up to 30 people are allowed in church.

Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.

Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.
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Operation Christmas Child 2020
Thank you once again for your generosity. So far, thanks to friends from Heathervale
and as far away as Switzerland, we have sponsorship for 131 of the boxes we have
packed. That just leaves 49 without the £5 needed to cover administration and transport
costs. If you have not supported us so far and would like to do so, you can either donate online
(and let me know!) or put money in a marked envelope in the church letterbox.
Each shoebox gift gives a child an opportunity to hear about Jesus and his love for them, and many
families have come into the kingdom because of a shoebox. We are part of something eternal!
Almost 40 completed GO boxes have also been donated by HBC members. If you still have yours at
home, please drop it off at the church a.s.a.p.
Thank you again on behalf of the children.
Pauline Ramdhony.

Heathervale Baptist Church
Heathervale Road, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15 3NW
Phone: 01932 343588
Email: admin@heathervale.org.uk www.heathervale.org.uk

H B C Community News 15th November 2020

