Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

1st November 2020
Dear Church Family,
Sometimes it is obvious that two people are related. Perhaps they look similar, share similar mannerisms, or share a way of looking at the world. These similarities are sometimes due to genetics, such as
similar looks, but often they arise from living together. Mannerisms, attitudes and worldviews are shared
through spending a lot of time together rather than through genetics. My children are, I’m told obviously
related to Sarah and myself. My son looks a lot like me, Ella looks like Sarah. But just as obvious are
their temperaments. While I think that temperament is related to genetics, it is also influenced by environment.

Our children are not all the same, but they have each picked up mannerisms, attitudes and ways of
speaking from my wife and me. Some of this is good, and some of it not so good. But the point John
wants to make in the passage we are looking at today, is that we are God’s children and so we are to
bear the family resemblance.
As God’s children, we share his 'genetics' through his Spirit who lives in us. We have been reborn into
God’s family and permanently belong to it. We will no longer live as Christians according to the ways of
sin, as we did as the devil’s children but we will want to 'look like' our heavenly Father. So we are already genetically related to God our Father as his children – his seed lives in us. But we ought to be his
children in the way we live and behave.
Blessings
Martin

Bearing our Family Likeness
1 John 2: 28 - 3: 10
1st November 2020
Below is a photo of John F Kennedy sitting at his desk in the Oval Office but it is his son John jr who is
the centre of attention, playing under the desk

The picture says so much about the bond of loving family relationships. Not just anyone can walk into
the Oval Office, let alone sit themselves under the President’s desk. But John jr had free access to
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President Kennedy. The president of the United States was his father.
When someone trusts in Jesus they receive the Holy Spirit and are born again spiritually. The Christian
becomes a child of God because they receive God’s seed the Holy Spirit. Just as John Kennedy jr was
able to confidently be in his Father’s presence, when we know God as Father, we have confidence in
his presence. We have access to him. We know that he accepts us and cherishes us. We know that
we have nothing to fear from him. He hears our prayers as we address him as 'our Father in heaven'.
John writes to reassure the Christians in the churches around Ephesus that they can be sure and confident in their faith because God is their loving Father. This was especially important as their confidence had been rocked by a split in the churches caused by false teaching. Those left in the church
can be sure and confident because they are dearly loved children who bear their Father’s likeness.
God wants us to have this same confidence that we are his dearly loved children. A pandemic may
cause insecurity, anxiety and uncertainty but we can know for sure that we are God’s dearly loved children now and for eternity.
How can we be sure that we are God’s children? - Do what is right
Children pick up on the mannerisms good and bad of their parents – 'Like Father like Son', 'You are
your Father’s daughter' and so on. John says that those who are God’s children will live out the family
likeness of God by doing what is right – 1 John 2 v 28-29: 'And now, dear children, continue in him, so
that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. If you know that
he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him'.
Doing what is right includes loving others, overcoming the influences of the world and living a life orientated to obeying Jesus rather than continuing to sin. In other words there is a family ethic at work here.
People will live in a way that is consistent with their parents and household. You see this in the way
that different family’s do Christmas differently when you are first married. So John is really saying you
can identify someone who is a child of God by the way they resemble their father in heaven. True children of God will live in a way that reflects the character of God.
How can we be sure that we are God’s children? - The Father’s love makes us his children
According to John we are not only called 'children of God', we really are God’s children because our
status has changed. – 1 John 3 v 1a: 'How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that is what we are!'

Christians have been given a new life. We have a new family. This new life in us is a growing thing.
Just as a baby grows into a toddler and then a toddler grows into a child, a child into an adolescent and
an adolescent into an adult so one day we will become like Christ – verse 2: 'Dear friends, now we are
children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is'.
When Jesus comes again Christians will see Jesus in his glory and we will be transformed by his glory.
We will be made sinless. We will be given new glorified resurrected bodies that will live forever and will
never get sick, grow old or die. We can be sure that we are God’s children because the Holy Spirit in
us gives us new birth into his family and we are being transformed from one degree of glory to another
until Jesus comes again. So John challenges Christians to look forward to our final transformation at
Christ’s return by purifying ourselves from a life of sin – v 3: Everyone who has this hope in him puri-
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fies himself, just as he is pure'.

How can we be sure we are God’s children? No-one who lives in Christ keeps on sinning
Verse 6: 'No-one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No-one who continues to sin has either seen him or
known him'.
What does John mean by keeps on sinning here? It can’t mean that Christians no longer sin at all. In
Chapter 1 verse 8 John says, 'If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us'. He encourages us to purify ourselves by confessing our sin. To understand John here we need to
understand sin as lawlessness. Lawlessness is a disposition toward wrongdoing. John is saying that
Christians who have been born anew by the Spirit will live a life that is orientated toward obedience to
Christ rather than toward sin. Sinning for the Christian then is going against the grain of our new status
as God’s children. Our new status as God’s children will cause us to want to please God as our loving
Father and not to disobey him by sinning. But when we do sin we can confess it and receive forgiveness
through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus. So how do you have confidence in knowing that you are a child of
God? – obey God, love him, respect him and you will enjoy a close and intimate relationship with him.
How can we be sure we are God’s children? - Jesus has destroyed the work of the devil in us
Verse 8b: 'The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work'.
Through his death and resurrection Jesus destroyed the power of sin over us which causes death. Death
means spiritual death which is separation from God because of sin for eternity. But death is also destroyed by Jesus physically. Christians like everyone will die physically. But the difference for Christians
is that because Jesus was raised from death when he comes again Christians will also be raised from
death and given brand new bodies that will live for eternity with God in heaven. The power of sin is destroyed by Jesus in this life. This means that for the Christian there is a new power, a new desire to stop
sinning and to obey God. John explains this in verse 9: 'No-one who is born of God will continue to sin,
because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God'.
God’s seed is the Holy Spirit in a Christian. Just as a seed grows into a seedling and then a fully grown
plant or tree so the Holy Spirit in the Christian causes them to grow up to become more like Jesus. The
seed is the basic genetic makeup of a plant or tree. In the same way a Christian has been given God’s
genetic make up that contains the power and potential to grow to resemble Jesus more and more. We
can be sure that we are God’s children then by a desire to obey God more and more and a desire to
hate sin in our lives.
On the other hand those who have not received God’s seed by believing in Jesus are still children of the
Devil. Children of the Devil do not have God’s seed in them. They do not desire to obey God and to love
others in the church. In John’s context the children of the Devil have proved their family likeness by leaving the church, abandoning their faith and not loving Christians in the church.
We can be sure that we are children of God then by continuing to believe in Jesus, by loving others and
by seeking to purify ourselves from a life of sinning. We can do this confidently because we are no longer children of the devil. Jesus has destroyed the devil’s power and influence over us so we can live confident lives of obedience as dearly loved children.
Many people spend their lives in a state of insecurity when it comes to God. Perhaps they doubt they are
good enough for him. Maybe they imagine God is far off and unloving. Maybe some liken God to the
austere father figure they knew growing up. Maybe they doubt God’s love, sovereign providence and
care when they suffer through difficult life experiences. Whatever the case, they do not know God as the
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loving Father revealed by Jesus.
But the God who is there is a Father who has lavished love on us. He has made us his beloved children through sending his Son to die for our sins and giving us his Spirit, He is merciful, loving and full
of grace. As his children we know that we are on the right side of God. And this knowledge gives us
confidence. As we continue in Jesus, we may be confident children of our loving Father.
We 'Are' and we 'Ought to be' the Children of God.
We are already genetically related to God our Father as his children – his seed lives in us. But we
ought to be his children in the way we live and behave. As we live out our family resemblance so it
will be obvious that we are God’s children. Living out our family resemblance also gives us confidence in our faith. The more we love God and seek to obey him the closer we feel to him and the
more secure we feel in his presence.
Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.

Leaders' Election - 17th November Members' Meeting
There have been 2 nominations for Deacons' elections at the November Meeting.
Deacon for Finance: Alison - one year term
Proposed by Tony, Seconded by Evelyn
Deacon : Janine - three year term
Proposed by Nigel; Seconded by Maureen.
Please pray for Alison and Janine.
Ineke does not feel called to restand on the leadership team for another term but is willing to continue in the roll of Coordinator for Mission. We thank Ineke for her help and contributions over the last
6 years.
The Leaders.
FOODBANK
You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx, 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left there and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want
to donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Tinned custard or rice pudding; Tinned tuna; Tinned ham, Tinned hotdogs; Squash; Tinned fruit;
Tinned peas or carrots; Long life juice; Washing powder; Washing up liquid; Anti bac surface cleaner; Shampoo; Toothpaste; Tooth brushes - adult & children; razor blades; Shaving foam; Male & female deodorants;
And Christmas items no later than 20th November 2020 please:
Boxes/tins of biscuits; Christmas cakes & puddings; Chocolates; Cranberry sauce; Stuffing; Christmas
Crackers.
Thanks.
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Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series:
November 1st
November 8th

November 15th
November 22nd
November 29th

Family Likeness - 1 John 2: 28 - 3: 10
Preach: Martin; Lead: Alison; Worship: Steve & Sarah
Family Ties - 1 John 3:10- 24
(Remembrance Sunday)
Preach: Martin; Lead: Tony; Worship: Steve & Sarah
True Love - 1 John 4:1-21 (Communion)
Preach: Martin; Lead: Steve; Worship Steve
Open Doors Speaker
Preach: Guest speaker; Lead: Alison; Worship: Steve
True Confidence - 1 John 5:1- end
Preach & lead: Martin; Worship: Steve & Sarah

Birthdays!
This week, we do not have any birthdays for November but if you would like
to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number:
01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include you on the list.
If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that for us.

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.

Track & Trace
There is now an NHS Track & Trace QR code sign on the doors to the church. Please register on your
phone if you have the NHS Covid app, if not, there is a sign in sheet on reception, please record your
details. Please use a mask when entering the building.
Many thanks
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Re-opening for Sunday morning Services
The church is now open this Sunday at 10.30am for worship but people need to book in on either tel:
01932 343588 or email: admin@heathervale.org.uk to let Evelyn know and how many of you are planning to attend. You will need to wear a face covering (unless exempt) and there will be socially distanced singing from the front.
The services will still be available on zoom, so you are welcome to carry on with that too, and use the
usual links to join in.
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Operation Christmas Child 2020
First of all, thank you to everyone who responded to our request for fillers for shoeboxes this
year. As we had some ‘leftovers’ from last year, we found ourselves with a good supply.
A small group of us have spent a very pleasant (and socially distanced!) few days packing the
donated fillers into GO boxes this week.
We now have about 180 boxes ready to be dispatched. At the moment we have enough money to sponsor the transport costs of 72 boxes. We would love to be able to raise the sponsorship for the remaining 108.
It costs £5 per box to take it to a needy child, who will also have a chance to hear about the
love of Jesus for them.
If you would like to be involved you can do so in one of two ways. If you are a taxpayer, you
can donate online at www.samaritans-purse.org.uk, and click on ‘Donate and follow your box’.
You can then gift-aid your donation. If you are able to do this, please let me know how many
boxes you have sponsored.

Otherwise, any donations of money can be put in a marked envelope into the church letter
box, and Evelyn will pass them on to me.
If you have taken a GO box to fill, please return it to the church by Sunday 22nd November.
We have missed processing boxes this year, but it has been wonderful to do what we could to
bring joy in the name of Jesus to children around the world.
Pauline Ramdhony.
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The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want
to pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name we
speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding
flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy.
To any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome may
be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local
government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust may
grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy Spirit and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community
that you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and work
here, that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you".
Amen.

Heathervale Baptist Church
Heathervale Road, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15 3NW
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