Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

23th October 2020

Dear Church Family,
This week Tony is preaching on 1 John 2 v 15-27 - 'Staying the course'.
Throughout John’s letter the emphasis is repeatedly on encouraging Christians so that we can be certain of our relationship with God in the present and also have certainty of eternal life.
In this passage John wants his readers to know that even when the worst happens, in this case false
teachers highjack the gospel and cause people to leave the church behind and shipwreck their faith,
that those who have stayed in the church can still be certain that if they stay faithful to Christ, they will
enter into eternal life.
John writes to reassure the churches that false teachers who deny the humanity of Christ are part
of the unfolding reality of the end times (the last hour) that Jesus warned his followers about in –
Matthew 24 v 4 - 14.
'Jesus answered: "Watch out that no-one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I
am the Christ', and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but see to it that you
are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are
the beginning of birth pains.
Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations
because of me. At that time, many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and
many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the
love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come'.
John writes to call the Christians still left in the church to stay faithful to the true Jesus Christ who is
coming again on the last day. Those who continue to believe in the Christ who is fully human and fully
God will continue to enjoy fellowship with God in this life and will inherit eternal life.

All sorts of things can happen to the church in the last days before Jesus returns. Jesus warned us of
pestilences including covid 19, earthquakes, wars, famines as well as false prophets. But our solid hope
is Jesus Christ. If we remain faithful to him and hope in our glorious future with him, we will be
strengthened to stay the course and to win the prize of the crown of eternal life. So let us encourage
one another in these difficult days to keep running the race of faith.

Blessings
Martin
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Staying the Course
1 John 2: 15 - 27
25th October 2020
Tony Nelson

Life is full of all sorts of decisions that we have to make that affect our lives and the lives of
others. Some decisions are easy to make and some are very difficult, if they affect others then
they can be the most difficult. It reminded me about a situation I found myself in during 2014.
Part of a management training set of courses included an outward bound two days in Dorset.
We were split into two teams for various tasks. The team I was in had a number of physical
challenges, one of the challenges was to climb a 40ft pole and then jump from the platform
onto a trapeze bar.
Two out of four of us had to do it and only one volunteered, if two did not do it we would lose
50 points for the team. I am not keen on heights but for the team I volunteered. The first member climbed the pole, jumped and caught the trapeze, now my turn. I started up the pole and
got half way and froze, my team mates and the trainers were shouting encouragement up to
me, after a few minutes and a quick prayer, I continued to the top of the pole and onto the
platform. Now for the jump to the bar, it seemed too far away but a leap of faith and I made it.
Half way up I had a choice, give up and take the easy route down or go on and complete the
task no matter how difficult it was, I think I took the appropriate action. Taking one for the
team and not lose 50 points but gain 50 points.
In this passage John is writing to a group of churches where 'false prophets', denounced as
Antichrists, denied the incarnation of Jesus. In verse 15 he reminds them that they have to
make a decision to either love the world or love the Father.
Jesus made this clear in Matthew 6:
Matthew 6 v 24
'No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
money'.
If we decide to love the world then this will push the love of the Father out of us as the two are
not compatible. The world is full of sin and the Father is full of holiness. By loving the world,
we love sin and cannot love the Father.
John explains why the two are not compatible in verses 16 and 17. Everything in the world, its
lust of the flesh, its lust of the eyes and the pride of life does not come from the Father. The
world and all its pleasures will pass away but the Father is eternal.
In the sermon on the mount Jesus warns about storing up treasure on earth:
Matthew 6 v 19 to 21
‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy,
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also'.
In the same way Jesus, as John did, is warning the churches, for where your treasure is,
there your heart is also. Is it in the world or the Father.
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They are to continue trusting in Jesus, in the face of the temptations of the world around them
and the people who deny the truth of who he is.
There is the same warning to us today about not loving the world with its influences and
culture that tries to take us away from loving God.
They and we have a choice to make, love the world or love God.
Paul in his second letter to the Thessalonians commands them and us:
2 Thessalonians 2 v 15
'So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on
to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter'.
This leads us into the next part of John’s letter from verse 18 to 27. Here John is warning the
churches about the Antichrist and antichrists.
The word Antichrist reminds us of the end times and, what we read in the book of Revelation.
It’s in Revelation where we learn about Satan along with his unholy army and what will happen in the end times. In this passage John wants to help his readers understand that there
isn’t only an Antichrist that is in the future at the end times but that there are antichrists now.
The antichrists, with a small a, are those in the early church and churches today who try to
deceive the true believers with false teachings. Some of these have been church leaders who
publicly announced they did not believe in the virgin birth, the resurrection of Jesus and that
the Bible is a series of facts that no one today need care about because they are outmoded
and untrue.
The churches had and have been wounded by having these people in their midst, who had
turned out to not be true believers but enemies of God.
John is not talking about people who move from one church to another for personal reasons,
preference, job changes or other reasons. They leave and continue to worship Jesus with another set of believers.
The people John is writing about, antichrists with a small a, leave the church, normally in a
destructive manner, leaving a trail of pain and hurt in their wake and go off and not join another Christian church.
These people can seem to be very spiritual, very gifted and prophetic but always seem to be
challenging other people in the church to believe in what they are saying and doing. However,
their views are not in line with the rest of the church.
Jesus warns us not to be taken in by these people:
Mark 13 v 22 to 23
'For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to
deceive, if possible, even the elect. So be on your guard; I have told you everything in
advance'.
John is writing to reassure the church that the departure of these people from the church was
a healthy thing for the Christian community, despite the hurt and upset they caused.
He calls them the antichrists but not the Antichrist who is to come.
John is the only one of the New Testament writers to use the term Antichrist. However, there
are other terms used to describe this figure. A figure who will rise up at the end time to be a
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mighty opponent to the Christian church. He will be a false Christ and he will deceive the
world into worshipping him and turning Christians away from Christ.
Paul in his second letter to the Thessalonians refers to this figure as the ‘man of lawlessness’, who will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshipped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.
Both Paul and John are warning us to be on our guard and to stand firm in our faith in Jesus
Christ. As Christians we have been given the resources to be able to resist and stand firm.
We were given God’s Spirit when we accepted Jesus as Saviour. We received his anointing
from God, and because of the anointing we know the truth about who Jesus is and his deity.
With the Holy Spirit in us we are able to understand and know the truth. He guides us into
all truth and works within us to keep us from sinning, through wrong decisions.
The Holy Spirit inspired all the writings in the bible and he helps us to understand it, how to
apply it to our lives and how to stand against those who challenge our understanding of it.
John 14 v 26
'The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you'.
We all know the truth because we have a relationship with our creator God through Jesus
Christ. However, there is one who wants to spoil that relationship at every opportunity. The
closer we are to God the more difficult it will be for him to steer us away from the path God
has called us to walk in.
When half way up the pole I needed my colleagues and the instructors to encourage me to
go on. We need each other to encourage us when the going gets tough or when we feel under attack. It is vitally important that we are there for each other so that none of us make
wrong decisions or are deceived and fall away.
There is good news, we stand on the victory side and on the solid rock which is Jesus
Christ. And at his name every knee will bow, in heaven, on earth and under the earth. And
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. There will come a day when those who
oppose Christ will be destroyed:
2 Thessalonians 2 v 8
'And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with
the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendour of his coming'.
Revelation 20 v 10
'The devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulphur, where
the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and
night for ever and ever'.

FOODBANK
You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx, 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left there and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want
to donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Jam, honey, peanut butter, Tinned custard, Tinned tuna; Coffee; Long life milk; Washing powder/liquid; Male & female deodorants; Soap. Thanks.
H B C Community News 23rd October 2020

Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series:
October 25th
November 1st
November 8th
November 15th
November 22nd
November 29th

Staying the Course - 1 John 2:15-27
Preach: Tony; Lead: Alison; Worship: Steve
Family Likeness - 1 John 2: 28 - 3: 10
Family Ties - 1 John 3:10- 24
(Remembrance Sunday)
True Love - 1 John 4:1-21 (Communion)
Open Doors Speaker
True Confidence - 1 John 5:1- end

Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent), a list of
those who have a birthday during the month. Let us, 'Rejoice with those
who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.

Martin on his birthday on 24th October
If you have a birthday in November and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on:
admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include
you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that
for us.

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.

Track & Trace

There is now an NHS Track & Trace QR code sign on the doors to the church. Please register on your
phone if you have the NHS Covid app, if not, there is a sign in sheet on reception, please record your
details. Please use a mask when entering the building.
Many thanks

Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.
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The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want
to pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name we
speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding
flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy.
To any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome may
be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local
government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust may
grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy Spirit and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community
that you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and work
here, that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you".
Amen.
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