Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

4th September 2020

Dear Church Family,
This Sunday we continue our series in Proverbs, looking at the theme of the wise use of money. One of
the responses to the sermon is in terms of generous giving. For those who have never tithed before or
thought about generous proportionate giving, there is a specific challenge in the book of Proverbs and
in the New Testament to continually review our giving in the light of God’s generosity to us in the gospel
– 2 Corinthians 9 v 6-14:
'Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will
also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so
that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
As it is written:
'He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;
his righteousness endures for ever'.
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in
many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves,
men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for
your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts
will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you'.
In the Old Testament the Israelites were commanded to give 10 per cent of their annual income to the
Levites and the priests to support both the temple and the poor – Malachi 3 v 6-12:
"I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the time of
your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I
will return to you", says the Lord Almighty.
"But, you ask, How are we to return?'
Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me
But, you ask, How do we rob you?"
"In tithes and offerings, you are under a curse - the whole nation of you - because you are robbing me.
Bring the whole tithe in the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this" says the
Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing
that you will not have room enough for it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines
in your fields will not cast their fruit", says the Lord Almighty. "Then all the nations will call you blessed,
for yours will be a delightful land", says the Lord'.
The witness of the New Testament is that the tithe is best seen as a minimum rule of thumb for Christians in proportionate giving. Jesus castigates the religious leaders for not being willing to go beyond
the tithe when there are needs – Matthew 23 v 23: 'Wow to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices - mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law - justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practised the latter, without neglecting the former'.
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We cannot just claim that tithing 10 per cent of our gross income to God and the church is no longer
binding on us because we are no longer under the old covenant. This is because tithing came before
the law was given to Moses. In Genesis 14 verses 17-20: 'After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh
that is, the King's Valley). Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was a
priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying,
"Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth.
And blessed be God Most High,
who delivered your enemies into your hand".
Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything'.
We read that Abram tithed. We have greater privileges, joy, knowledge and power, than Abram and
Moses and the Israelites had before and during the Old Covenant yet they were called to give back to
God by tithing. Therefore as Tim Keller says, “How could we be expected to be less generous in the
New Covenant than those under the Old Covenant, with our possessions? So the tithe is best seen as
a minimum rule of thumb for Christians who want to give in gospel proportions to God and to the
church, the poor and others.”
I know that generous giving represents a big challenge to us all in the context of the economic uncertainty that Covid 19 has created. But we as Christians are called to trust in God’s provision for us and
his promises in his Word – for example Matthew 6 verses 19-21; 24-33: 'Do not store up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also'.
'No-one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, for he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. Therefore I tell you, do not
worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more
important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do
not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?
"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labour or spin.
Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. If that is how
God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, "What shall we eat?" or "What
shall we drink?" or "What shall we wear?" For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well'.
We now have Marc Cousins on board as a full time Community Evangelist which we thank God for. But
with this provision also comes a challenge to all of us to review our giving to support Marc in his mInistry – 1 Corinthians 9 v 13-14: 'Don’t you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the
temple, and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? In the same way, the
Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.
If you would like to begin to give proportionately to God’s work here at Heathervale please email or
phone our Treasurer, Alison Blair, on email: alijblair@btinternet.com or phone: 01932 354545 or
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contact Alison if you would like to review how you give, i.e. to discuss electronic options for giving or to
review the amount you give.
Blessings
Martin

Proverbs and Wealth
6th September 2020
You often hear the Bible’s teaching about wealth misquoted as 'Money is the root of all evil', as if all evil
can be sourced back to money. What Paul actually taught in 1 Timothy 6 v 10 is '...the love of money is
the root of all evil'.
The teaching of the Bible is that we are not to trust in and love money more than God. But the Bible
teaches that wealth can be used for good and can be a sign of God’s blessing. Proverbs 22 v 4: 'Humility
and the fear of the Lord bring wealth and honour and life', sums this up. Humility is the fear of the LORD;
its wages are riches and honour and life'. In other words we are to fear the Lord first and then God will
provide for our material needs. Half of the times the Hebrew word for wealth is used in Proverbs, we are
told to prize it. The other half of the times the word is used, we are told not to trust it. Wealth in the bible
means having enough material goods to care for one’s own family and to give generously to those around
us in need. If God blesses us with more wealth we have a greater responsibility to be generous to others.
When Jesus meets a rich young ruler he tells him he lacks one thing, Mark 10 v 21b-22: '"One thing you
lack", he said, "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.
Then come, follow me". At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth'.
The rich young man went away from Jesus because he loved wealth more than Jesus.
The book of Proverbs has a variety of things to teach us about wealth.
Wealth as the blessing of hard work
For example there are a number of Proverbs that teach that hard work always leads to prosperity and laziness leads to poverty, eg. 'All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty'. Proverbs 14 v
23. We know from experience that often those who are rich have prospered because of their hard work
and discipline – Proverbs 12 v 11: 'He who works his land will have abundant food, but he who chases
fantasies lacks judgement'. They do not attempt to gain wealth through get rich quick schemes but instead, patiently and slowly have increased their wealth by labouring day after day – Proverbs 21 v 5:
'The plans of the diligent lead to profit
as surely as haste leads to poverty'.
But we mustn’t think that Proverbs that speak of wealth and poverty are always simple cause and effect to
say that hard work always results in prosperity and laziness always results in poverty. Sometimes hard
working people miss out through injustice and sometimes lazy people can get rich through a windfall.
Proverbs describes what is often the case not what is always true. One commentator states that one third
of the Proverbs teach that people get the wealth they deserve. But two thirds recognize that some do not
get what they deserve because of injustice. For example sometimes wealth can be gained by dishonest
means rather than hard work - Proverbs 28 v 8: 'He who increases his wealth by exorbitant interest
amasses it for another, who will be kind to the poor'. This Proverb refers to the taking of excessive interest
on a loan that takes advantage of the borrower’s position. But God in his justice will ensure that in the end
the profit will fall into the hands of someone who will take pity on the poor and give it to them. The poor
may remain poor not through laziness but through injustice and oppression – Proverbs 13 v 23: 'A poor
man's field may produce abundant food, but injustice sweeps it away'. In other words sometimes the poor
have the means to generate wealth but this is denied them through injustice.
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Whilst it is true that hard work is a key to prosperity in the book of Proverbs, the ultimate source of material blessing is the gift of God – Proverbs 10 v 22: 'The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, and he
adds no trouble to it'. God is the one who gives wisdom, skill and energy to make productivity possible.
Those who trust in God for their needs will enjoy his blessing without painful toil – that is they won’t
overwork to try and get more wealth and power. The wise person does not do painful overwork but
simply works hard and lets the blessing of the Lord determine how wealthy the work makes them.
Those who overwork are really showing that they do not love and trust God but that wealth and power
are their true love and goal. Lady wisdom says this in Proverbs 8 v 18-19:
'With me are riches and honour,
enduring wealth and prosperity.
My fruit is better than fine gold;
what I yield surpasses choice silver'.

There is satisfaction, peace, happiness in working and trusting for God to provide all we need. Work is
satisfying because God himself is a worker – Genesis 1 v 31: God saw all that he had made, and it was
very good'. God is happy in his work and we are made in his image. No wonder there is satisfaction
and meaning in working hard and no wonder God rewards it. But we need to take the initiative to find
work we choose to do because in the end we will find ourselves doing work we are forced to do – Proverbs 12 v 24: 'Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in slave labour'.
Wealth is not our ultimate goal
For the Christian, money is not as important as wisdom – Proverbs 16 v 16: 'How much better to get
wisdom than gold, to choose understanding rather than silver!' The advantages of wealth seem to include safety and comfort for your family and the ability to do good in the world. Yet wealth without wisdom will draw us into sin. For example wealth has the power to absorb your time, energy and ambitions
so you have too little time left to pay attention to more important things – Proverbs 11 v 4: 'Wealth is
worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death'. No one on their deathbed cries
out, “I wish I’d spent more time at the office, making more money". One day we will have to give an account to Jesus on judgement day of how we have invested our time, our skills and our money in the
kingdom of heaven. We are to be rich in storing up treasure in heaven because only these treasures
are eternal.
Wealth is not our ultimate goal because it cannot save us – Proverbs 18 v 11: 'The wealth of the rich is
their fortified city; they imagine it an unscalable wall'. This Proverb is warning the rich that if they imagine wealth will protect them, it is a fantasy and a delusion. Some people put their money into savings in
order to feel safe. Saving for the future and to provide for the needs of family and others is a good and
wise thing, but we cannot trust in our savings. Others put their money into clothes or things that appear
attractive and sophisticated in order to get people’s approval and admiration. Others put wealth into
homes and membership in clubs in order to get status and power. But Jesus warned us in Matthew 6 v
21: 'For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also'. What will help break the hold that money
has on our hearts? Generosity to God and the poor is a critical starting place and Proverbs has much
to say on generosity.
The blessing of generosity
Proverbs 11 v 24: 'One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to
poverty. The more you scatter your wealth, the more you gather it. The more you try to keep wealth for
yourself, the more it dissipates. Think of farmers. The more they scatter seed, the more they will reap.
The seed grows into crops that can be harvested and sold. In the same way, spiritually wise people
realize their money is seed and the only way for them to turn it into real riches is by giving it away – 2
Corinthians 9 v 6: 'Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
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generously will also reap generously'. This is not a promise that the more you give away, the more
money you will make, contrary to some prosperity teaching. Rather the more you give away wisely to
ministries and programmes that help people spiritually and physically, the more your money becomes
the real wealth of changed lives in others and of spiritual health in yourself.
This is illustrated for us in Proverbs 22 v 9: 'A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his
food with the poor'. The generous will be blessed by God because we feel the most rich when we
most love and are loved. Generosity is an act of love toward God and others that blesses us and with
God’s love, peace and joy. According to the Bible we are blessed the more like God we become. God
gave us our own lives. Then he showed the full extent of his love and generosity for us by giving us his
own Son’s life. So the more we give away, the more like our God we become.
If we are generous with our wealth, we will lack nothing – Proverbs 28 v 27: 'He who gives to the poor
will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses'. This cannot mean that all
generous, righteous people always become more prosperous. The Apostle Paul learnt to be content
whether in plenty or in need. When in need he learnt to trust that the churches he planted would supply his needs. The reasons that we as Christians are free to give away money when needs are evident
is because we are now members of a community that will do the same for us if we should be in need.
The early church in Acts shows us this generosity – Acts 4 v 32: 'All the believers were one in heart
and mind. No-one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they
had'.
How much should we give away?
Proverbs 3 v 9-10:
'Honour the Lord with your wealth,
with the firstfruits of all your crops;
then your barns will be filled to overflowing,
and your vats will brim over with new wine.
When Proverbs tells us to 'Honour the LORD with your wealth' it speaks against the backdrop of the
'tithe'. God required Israelites to give 10 per cent of their annual income to the Levites and the priests
to support both the temple and the poor. We have greater privileges, joy and knowledge than our ancestors in the faith so how could we be expected to be less generous with our possessions? So the
tithe (that is 10 per cent of our gross income) is best seen as a minimum rule of thumb for Christians
who want to give generously to the church, to the poor and to others.
Glad simplicity
Money can corrupt us not only by its presence but also by its absence. The poor are tempted to crime
as a means of income. They are often excluded unfairly from opportunities for education and advancement and in their hearts there can arise self-justification for illegal and even violent actions. Wealth
has dangers too. It can distract us from loving God, it can make us proud, selfish and ruthless.
Proverbs has a balanced view of money – Proverbs 30 v 8 - 9:
'Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches,
but give me only my daily bread.
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you
and say, "Who is the Lord?" Or I may become poor and steal,
and so dishonour the name of my God'.
We must not read this Proverb as a 'middle class idea'. When the Proverb says, 'Give me only my daily bread', this refers to a modest lifestyle lower than what we would call middle class. But does this
mean Christians should divest themselves of all money beyond a 'simple lifestyle?' Not necessarily,
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because we need Christians as witnesses in all places and social circles. Tim Keller says that what it
does mean is at least this: 'Our homes, clothing and lifestyle should be modest within our circle and
neighbourhood so we can be as generous as possible. The Christian community should model to the
world a society in which wealth and possessions are seen as tools for serving others and not as
means of personal advancement and fulfilment'.
Paul teaches us to live godly and contented lives through modesty – 1 Timothy 6: 6 - 10:
'But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to
get rich fall into temptation and a trap, and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into
ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs'.

1 Timothy 6: 17-19:
'Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth,
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.
In this way they will lay up treasures for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that
they may take hold of the life that is truly life'. God wants us to provide generously for others. He wants
us to enjoy the gifts he gives us and the joy of giving to him and to others. He wants us to experience
the joy of laying up treasures in heaven.
BMS Birthday Scheme
If you are a member of the Birthday Scheme and have had a birthday during lockdown, you are most welcome to hold onto
your donation envelope until we meet again as mentioned in the slip enclosed with your card.
But we also wanted to make you aware that if you'd rather make the donation directly, rather than wait, you can donate
here: www.bmsworldmission.org/get-involved/fundraising/birthday-scheme where you can also find more infor-

mation about how donations are used. If you donate directly, please let me know so that I can record amounts
donated through the church. Thanks Ineke
Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text Nigel at the start of the service (his number will appear on screen) and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.
FOODBANK
You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx., 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left in that and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want to
donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Washing up liquid; Anti bacterial cleaners; Dried noodles; Cereals (not porridge): Rice; Jam;
Tinned pasta, i.e. macaroni cheese etc.; Tinned veg; Toiletries, i.e. shampoo, shower gel, deodorants, razors
and shaving cream; Baby wipes; Laundry powder/liquid. Thanks.
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Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series, taking us through September.
Sept 6th
Sept 13th
Sept 20th
Sept 27th

Martin speaking on ‘Wisdom & Money' – Proverbs 22: 1 - 16
Alison - lead; Sarah & Sam - worship.
Martin speaking on 'Wisdom & Justice' - various texts
Tony - lead; Sarah & Sam - worship
Marc speaking on 'Wisdom & Friendship' - various texts
Alison - lead; Steve - worship;
Martin speaking on 'A Model to Follow' - Proverbs 31
Steve - lead & worship

Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent), a list of
those who have a birthday during the month. Let us, 'Rejoice with those
who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.

Dave on his 84th birthday on 25th September
If you have a birthday in September and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on:
admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include
you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that
for us.

Apple Chutney 2020
We have all been affected in some way by the corona virus pandemic. However, for Christians in countries where their
faith brings persecution at the best of times, things have been particularly hard. In many places, Christians have been excluded from government handouts of food. In Vietnam they were told, “Your God will look after you!”
Open Doors have been working to supply food to many Christians who are daily labourers, dependant on work each day
to feed their families, work which has ceased because of the pandemic and left them on the verge of starvation.
As my apple tree has produced in abundance this year, I have been making chutney, which I am now selling to support
the work of Open Doors. This chutney is an ideal accompaniment to any cold meats (including leftover turkey!), sausage
dishes and cheese. It keeps almost indefinitely, and would make a good Christmas gift.
I am happy to deliver to you if you could put a cheque in an envelope for me. The price is £2 for a 400 gm jar. I also have
larger and smaller jars available if you would like them.
Please email me on pramdhony@hotmail.com, or send a text to 07547431652, and I will confirm delivery date and approximate time. Thank you.

Heathervale Baptist Church
Heathervale Road, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15 3NW
Phone: 01932 343588
Email: admin@heathervale.org.uk www.heathervale.org.uk
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