Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

11th September 2020

Dear Church Family,
This Sunday we look at the theme of justice in Proverbs. Justice is big news today. Through the media
justice issues have a high profile, whether around racial injustice, conditions for workers or human
rights in China, etc
These concerns for justice assume a background of human rights. But where do human rights come
from? The Bible tells us that God built in to creation that all human beings have dignity and are made in
his image. Because of this, every human life is sacred to God – Genesis 9 v 6: 'Whoever sheds the
blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man'.. Every person has a dignity and worth that must be respected. According to the Bible, then, people have a right to
be treated justly, that is as equals worthy of care, protection, compassion and respect. The book of
Proverbs therefore challenges us as Christians to –Proverbs 31 v 8-9:
'Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
for the rights of all who are destitute.
Speak up and judge fairly;
defend the rights of the poor and needy'.
The sermon challenges us to act justly and to love our neighbour.
This is especially important in these days where Covid 19 has brought issues of injustice and oppression to the surface. Racial injustice has reared its ugly head in our nation during the Covid 19 pandemic. Issues of unemployment and poverty and isolation have been exposed and intensified during the
lockdown. Children who need educational and psychological support have suffered along with their families during lockdown. These issues of injustice and oppression were always present but the extra pressure of Covid 19 on resources and the isolation this has brought have intensified these underlying issues. As Christians we are called to speak up for and to pray for but also to act with love and mercy to
support our neighbour whether we know them or whether they are strangers to us. One simple way to
love our neighbour is to pick up the phone and share friendship or where appropriate, and with social
distancing, to visit and support those we know need friendship and practical support.
Blessings
Martin

Proverbs & Justice
Proverbs 29: 4 - 7
13th September 2020
Micah 6 v 8 tells us that justice is something Christians do – Micah 6 v 8:
'He has showed you, O man, what is good.
And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humble with your God'.
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In other words we do justice out of an attitude of loving mercy and humility. The Hebrew word
'mishpat' for justice means to treat people equally. This isn’t just about treating people equally under
the law, it also means giving people their rights. So Proverbs 31 v 9 says: 'Speak up and judge fairly;
defend the rights of the poor and needy'. Justice is giving people what they are due – protection, care,
equal rights and punishment where appropriate. Throughout the Old Testament justice describes taking up the care and cause of widows, orphans, immigrants and the poor – Zechariah 7 v 10-11: 'Do
not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each
other'. 'But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their backs and stopped up their
ears'.
The reason that we are to defend the rights of the poor and needy is that God is concerned about
them – Psalm 146 v 7-9:
'He upholds the cause of the oppressed
and gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets prisoners free,
the Lord gives sight to the blind,
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,
the Lord loves the righteous,
The Lord watches over the alien
and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked'.
I have been shocked about how much racial injustice exists in our nation. I have read stories from
black colleagues in the ministry who have experienced injustice in the form of prejudice and stereotyping. One black colleague in ministry visited a church as a guest speaker before Covid struck and was
taken to one side and told not to pray too loudly or enthusiastically as it might upset the congregation.
We must not tolerate this kind of prejudice and injustice – we must speak up and act to defend the
rights of the oppressed whoever they are. We will find the poor and oppressed in our community in
those who are lonely and vulnerable, in those suffering from poor mental health, in those who are
struggling to secure universal credit support, in those trapped in addictions or debt, in those struggling
to access support for special educational needs, in those trapped in poverty through disability and ill
health and so on.
Proverbs has a lot to say about justice and the causes of injustice.
Firstly, Proverbs tells us that poverty can be caused by oppression – Proverbs 13 v 23: 'A poor man's
field may produce abundant food, but injustice sweeps it away'. This Proverb speaks of a field so fertile it grows food without cultivation. This represents any wealth producing asset. But injustice takes
these assets away and makes the person poor. These conditions cause the poor to plead for help –
Proverbs 18 v 23: 'A poor man pleads for mercy, but a rich man answers harshly'.
This Proverb observes that, in general, those with power and wealth tend to blame the poor for their
condition. This is because we are prone to take far more credit for our prosperity than we should, rather than seeing what we have as the gift of God. The problem with thinking our wealth is all down to
our hard work and not the gift of God is that it leads us to believe the poor are where they are through
laziness or bad behaviour. It is true that poverty can be caused by foolishness, but Proverbs insists
that poverty is not always shameful. In every poor population there are many strong, even blameless,
who have been swept up in the complex forces that create poverty - Proverbs 19 v 1: 'Better a poor
man whose walk is blameless than a fool whose lips are perverse'. In other words it is possible to be
poor and still be a righteous person – Proverbs 16 v 8. 'Better a little with righteousness than much
gain with injustice'.
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Unjust social systems are often the cause of poverty. A Panorama program this last week highlighted
that through lockdown many families were unable to access psychological and educational support for
their children with special educational needs. As a result many families suffered at home with children
whose mental health deteriorated and caused severe trauma for both children and parents. Unjust social systems prevent those who need financial support through disability or health issues from receiving the money they need in the timescale they need it. Unjust social systems also come in the form of
low wages, loans with excessive interest and prejudice against minorities.
Secondly, Proverbs teaches that poverty can come through misfortune – Proverbs 17 v 5: He who
mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker; whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished'.
Famine, floods, fires, Covid 19, disabling injuries, the death of a family’s main breadwinner can also
cause poverty. There can also be slow moving disasters such as the mass loss of employment due to
a factory closing down in a town. We must never look at those with worse circumstances and feel
smug. We must weep with those who weep. In October we will be having a Harvest Appeal for Covid
sufferers in Chad as an expression of our solidarity with those who experience poverty through disease as well as drought and famine.
Thirdly, the causes of poverty may be intertwined. It is true that the book of proverbs encourages hard
work and responsible behaviour as the key to prosperity – Proverbs 10 v 4: 'Lazy hands make a man
poor, but diligent hands bring wealth'. It is true that poverty can be caused by a lack of self-discipline.
Tragically, addictions to alcohol and drugs can also be part of the iron cage that traps people in poverty – Proverbs 23 v 20-21:
'Do not join those who drink too much wine
or gorge themselves on meat,
for drunkards and gluttons become poor,
and drowsiness clothes them in rags'.
But in many cases there are a number of factors involved in the causes of poverty – oppression, disaster and behaviour are often intertwined. For example, a person born into a poor community is likely to
experience poorer health and social pressure to dabble in crime and drugs. The schools in these communities are often of a lower quality and there isn’t always access to mental health support through
insufficient funding. Some will rightly point to the unjust social systems at play and others will rightly
point to the breakdown of the family. But in any case we can’t fault the children themselves who are
vulnerable to oppression. We should show the poor compassion, never contempt – Proverbs 17v 5a:
'He who mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker;'.
We have seen that God is concerned for justice – Psalm 146 v 7a:
'He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry'.
As Christians we are called to be righteous and to have the same concern as God - Proverbs 29: 7:
'The righteous care about justice for the poor
but the wicked have no such concern'.
In our community this will be about supporting the foodbank for those who are struggling to pay for
food. It will be in support for Eikon who seek to bring emotional and psychological support for vulnerable children in school. It will be about volunteering or praying for or financially supporting the work of
Besom which seeks to provide practical and material support to the vulnerable. It will be about volunteering with good neighbours to support the vulnerable in our community with transport, shopping and
health. It will be about volunteering for and praying for Lets Do Lunch. It will be about volunteering to
support the work of our Seniors ministry and Coffee Stop which seek to provide a place of community
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for the lonely and isolated.
On a personal and neighbourly level this will be about supporting those in the church or our neighbours who need help with shopping or just need some company on the phone or in person. In business this means practising justice as Christians in the workplace – Proverbs 28 v 8:
'He who increases his wealth by exorbitant interest,
amasses it for another, who will be kind to the poor'.
Many people believe that there is nothing wrong with paying employees as little as possible and still
retain them, while charging customers as much as possible and still retain them to maximise profits.
But Proverbs 28 v 8 says it is wrong to abuse people in this way. The Fair Trade movement seeks to
act justly in giving workers fair and just wages.

We began with the text of Micah 6 v 8:
'He has showed you, O man, what is good.
And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humble with your God'.
This tells us that to act justly we need to love mercy and walk humbly with our God. In other words
acting justly is about having our hearts transformed by the love and mercy of God. Our hearts have
a propensity to dismiss the poor and vulnerable as deserving what they have got or to being indifferent or uncaring. We sometimes feel its not our problem or even say, its not my ministry. But the story of the Good Samaritan teaches us that our neighbour is anyone who comes across our path. It
may well be someone not like us who we don’t know and who wouldn’t normally be in our social circle. There is a remarkable twist in the story that teaches us some things about our neighbour and
ourselves. Remember that Jesus was telling the story to a Jewish man, the law expert.
Imagine if Jesus had told the story like this (my translation):
"A Samaritan was beaten up and left half dead in a road. Then a Jewish man came along the road.
He saw him and had compassion on him and ministered to him.”
How would the Jewish expert in the law have responded? They would most likely have said, “This is
a ridiculous story! No self-respecting Jew would ever do such a thing, everybody knows the Samaritans are our enemies".
But instead, Jesus put a Jew in the road as the victim. In other words, he was asking each listener to
imagine themselves to be a victim of violence or dying, with no hope if this Samaritan did not stop
and help. How would you want the Samaritan to act if that was your situation? Wouldn’t you want
him to be a neighbour to you, across all racial and religious barriers? Of course you would.
Jesus was saying something like this to us:
'What if your only hope was to get ministry from someone who not only did not owe you any help –
but who actually owed you the opposite?'
We would have to accept this help. Jesus challenges us, “Go and do likewise”. Our neighbour is anyone in need.
But there is more to this story. According to the Bible, we are all like that man, dying in the road.
Spiritually, we are 'dead in trespasses and sins'. Ephesians 2 v 5.
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But when Jesus came into our dangerous world, he came down our road. And though we had been his
enemies, he was moved with compassion by our spiritual state. He came to us and saved us, not
merely at the risk of his life, as in the case of the Samaritan, but at the cost of his life. On the cross he
paid a debt we could have never paid ourselves. Jesus is the Great Samaritan to whom the Good Samaritan points.
Before we can give the neighbourly love like the Good Samaritan, we need to receive it. Only if we see
that we have been saved graciously by someone who owes us the opposite will we go out into the
world looking to help absolutely anyone in need. Once we receive this ultimate, radical neighbour-love
through Jesus, we can start to be the neighbours that the Bible calls us to be.

Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on Zoom. If you
are interested, please text the number which will be shown on screen at the start of the service and you will be
placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is a private time between you and
the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.

BMS Birthday Scheme
If you are a member of the Birthday Scheme and have had a birthday during lockdown, you are most welcome
to hold onto your donation envelope until we meet again as mentioned in the slip enclosed with your card.
But we also wanted to make you aware that if you'd rather make the donation directly, rather than wait, you
can donate here: www.bmsworldmission.org/get-involved/fundraising/birthday-scheme where you can also
find more information about how donations are used. Thanks Ineke

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.
FOODBANK
You will be aware that the collection boxes for the Foodbank are on the church porch on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays during, approx, 9am - 4pm. Any donations can be left there and Evelyn will bring them
into the church building to await delivery to the Foodbank warehouse. There is no obligation but if you do want to
donate, the following items are the most needed:
Sponge puds; Washing up liquid; Anti bacterial cleaners; Dried noodles; Cereals (not porridge): Rice; Jam;
Tinned pasta, i.e. macaroni cheese etc.; Tinned veg; Toiletries, i.e. shampoo, shower gel, deodorants, razors
and shaving cream; Baby wipes; Laundry powder/liquid. Thanks.

FOR CHURCH MEMBERS
There will be a Church Members' Meeting on zoom next Tuesday evening - 15th. The agendas
were sent out last week. Evelyn will send out the link for the meeting on Friday. Please make every
effort to attend.
Thanks.
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Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series, taking us through September.
Sept 13th Martin speaking on 'Proverbs & Justice' - Proverbs 29: 4 - 7
Tony - lead; Sarah & Sam - worship
th
Sept 20 Martin speaking on 'Proverbs & Friendship' - Proverbs 18: 24
Alison - lead; Steve - worship
Includes Communion
th
Sept 27 Martin speaking on 'A Model to Follow' - Proverbs 31
Steve - lead & worship

Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent), a list of
those who have a birthday during the month. Let us, 'Rejoice with those
who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.

Dave on his 84th birthday on 25th September
Roger on his birthday on 28th September
If you have a birthday in September or October and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email
Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please
also confirm that for us.
Apple Chutney 2020
We have all been affected in some way by the corona virus pandemic. However, for Christians in countries where their
faith brings persecution at the best of times, things have been particularly hard. In many places, Christians have been excluded from government handouts of food. In Vietnam they were told, “Your God will look after you!”
Open Doors have been working to supply food to many Christians who are daily labourers, dependant on work each day
to feed their families, work which has ceased because of the pandemic and left them on the verge of starvation.
As my apple tree has produced in abundance this year, I have been making chutney, which I am now selling to support
the work of Open Doors. This chutney is an ideal accompaniment to any cold meats (including leftover turkey!), sausage
dishes and cheese. It keeps almost indefinitely, and would make a good Christmas gift.
I am happy to deliver to you if you could put a cheque in an envelope for me. The price is £2 for a 400 gm jar. I also have
larger and smaller jars available if you would like them.
Please email me on pramdhony@hotmail.com, or send a text to 07547431652, and I will confirm delivery date and approximate time. Thank you.

Online Small Groups
If you would like to join an online small group, please contact Jude on her email: judithejt@googlemail.com.
Thanks.
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The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want to
pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name we
speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding
flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy. To
any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome may
be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust may
grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy Spirit
and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community that
you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and work here,
that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you".
Amen.

Heathervale Baptist Church
Heathervale Road, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15 3NW
Phone: 01932 343588
Email: admin@heathervale.org.uk www.heathervale.org.uk

H B C Community News 11th September2020

