Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

7th August 2020

Dear Church Family
In the second study in Proverbs we are looking at, ‘A Path to Take’. In every aspect of life, we have to
make decisions that not only affect us but our families and those we come into contact with. Proverbs is
a helpful guide in finding wisdom for the decisions we have to make.
In an expression of what lies at the heart of the Gospel – God taking the loving initiative to respond to
our need - the book of Proverbs reminds us that God has not left us alone to steer through life as best
we can.
Here, if we will respond to the invitation given, is wisdom to guide us through the delights and demands
of everyday day living. Proverbs makes it clear that wisdom does not begin in human autonomy but in a
relationship with God, where wisdom is then worked out in different spheres of life, in our homes and
our workplaces, our neighbourhoods and communities and wherever God has called us.
For those who are able to take a holiday, either in this country or abroad, we pray for your safety and a
relaxing time away. We welcome back Martin, Sarah, Sam & Ella from their holiday.
Blessings
Tony

Proverbs 2 v 1 to 22
A Path to Take
9th August 2020
After the introduction in Proverbs 1 v 1 to 7, we looked at last week, comes a series of speeches addressed to a son by a parent, which extends from chapter 1 v 8 all the way through to the end of chapter 9.
There are two main voices in these opening chapters – the voice of the parent, and the voice of wisdom
who is personified as a woman. We are introduced to both of them in chapter 1.
These two voices then intertwine throughout the rest of the opening section. Much of the instruction in
these chapters seem to be aimed at a young man who is just stepping into adulthood and into the world.
Drawing on the metaphors of two ways, two women and two houses, the young man is called on to
choose. as he sets out on the journey of life. between wisdom and folly.
A few weeks ago, Val and I went to Lightwater Country Park for the first time. Looking at the map we
decided to walk the purple/orange path until they split and then we would follow the orange path. We
started off following the path and every now and then a marker post with both colours appeared confirming we were going in the right direction.
At a junction the two colours separated and we continued on the orange path, having passed several
junctions with no sign posts we carried on in a straight line, however, in no time at all we were lost and
no sign posts around anywhere. We had made a wrong turn somewhere and were going in the wrong
direction.

We could hear the noise from the M3 and walked in that general direction and eventually found an
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orange sign post and followed it to take us back to where we started.
The book of Proverbs knows this to be true of life, and sees the stakes as much higher and with significantly greater consequences. So it is that the father instructs the son to walk the way of wisdom which
leads to life and avoid the way of folly which leads to death.
Proverbs commends to us paths which are marked by the fear of the Lord, and does so by reinforcing
the benefits that come to us when we walk in his way. Walking this path helps us navigate the competing situations we encounter in everyday life, and enables us to understand the world God has made
and how best to live in it.
In all walks of life there are warning signs, drawing our attention to dangers that lie ahead or in front of
us. What we do about the warning is what counts, we can ignore it and carry on or we can heed it and
not go near the danger.
Maybe you have walked along a cliff path and come across a sign saying ‘path closed due to risk of
landslide’, Val and I came across one on the Isle of Wight while walking the cliff path between Bembridge and White Cliff Bay, we turned back and did not risk it. I am sure there would have been those
prepared to take the risk.
We cannot improve on God’s purpose for us. God is good and loves us so much that he wants the best
for us. He has a wonderful path mapped out for our lives. He wants us to walk on his path and not end
up wandering for years in the desert, looking but not finding a good place to live.
Sometimes we make our own independent plans or run straight to other people for help. We don’t ask
God first. The prophet Isaiah criticises God’s people for the way in which they made their plans. They
failed to consult God:
Isaiah 30: 1 - 2;
"Woe to the obstinate children", declares the Lord, "to those who carry out plans that are not
mine, forming an alliance, but not by my Spirit, heaping sin upon sin; who go down to Egypt
without consulting me; who look for help to Pharaoh’s protection, to Egypt’s shade for refuge".
As a result, they had gone off in the wrong direction and found a people who were useless to them,
who would not help them but bring shame and disgrace upon them.
Here in chapter 2 we are directed to the right path to take and how to stay on it. The opening verses
point us to the word of God, in his book are all the instructions we need to follow in order to live a life
worthy of the calling we have received.
God has provided the map that we are to follow with full instructions that lead to eternal life. He has also marked out the dangers that exist and how we can overcome them by the right actions.
With any instructions they are only as good as the person who is following them. How often do we get a
new item and think we can make it work without reading the instructions, I know I do. In the end when it
does not work, we go back to the instructions and follow them. It would have been easier and quicker
to have followed them in the first place.
We can only know God’s purpose for our lives and the direction he wants us to take by reading his
word, meditating on his word, seeking guidance from his word and most importantly acting upon it.
We must be confident that the word of God is the foundation and standard of understanding and wisdom, and that we need not only to read it but to eagerly desire to be as wise as it can make us.
We must be attentive to not only hear what it is saying but apply it our hearts and lives. Many wise
things can be found in the world today, but divine revelation, and true faith built upon it, are all wisdom.
We must receive the word of God, even the commandments as well as the promises, without complaining or disputing. The creator knows best.
If we do all these things then we will please God and are walking the right path with him by our side.
There is, of course, a huge advantage of walking God’s path and we find it in verses 7 and 8:
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Proverbs 2: 7 - 8:
'He holds success in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose way of life is blameless,
for he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones'.
God not only gives wisdom through his word; He actively works to defend, to guard and to protect those
who walk in his ways.
The path, as we read in verses 13 to 19, is full of dangers and temptations. Two enemies are seen attacking the young man: the wicked man and the adulterous woman. 'The wicked man' is the man who
walks in the pride of his heart and independent of God.
This way of life seems very attractive to the young man, appealing to his natural mind. To follow the
wicked man is to leave the straight paths of righteousness and to walk in the ways of darkness.
We catch glimpses of this adulterous woman flitting in and out of the book of Proverbs. As the enemy of
morality and virtue, she seeks to ensnare the young man. She gives herself up to impure pleasures and
lusts. Those who have been ensnared by the adulterous woman must live with the consequences of
their unclean ways.
When we receive the truth of God and allow it to control our life we will be delivered from the perverse
paths of the evil man and strange woman.
We are reminded by Jesus in the sermon on the mount in Matthew 7:
Matthew 7: 13 - 14:
‘Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and
only a few find it'.
God’s wisdom is woven into the fabric of the world. The wisdom used by God in building and sustaining
creation is the same wisdom now given to them, to be eagerly desired by his people in order to live
wisely in his world. God’s wisdom is not limited to the personal or spiritual realms, but encompasses the
whole of life.
The portrayal of God’s wisdom in Proverbs influences the New Testament writers in their presentation
of Jesus. Just as God’s wisdom was active in creation, so is Jesus, God’s agent, active in the world today.
Paul writes:
1 Corinthians 1: 30:
'It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God –
that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption'.
All the blessings of God’s wisdom are now mediated through Jesus, himself the wisdom of God. Wisdom remains a key feature of the Christian life, as it did for the ancient Israelites, but is now focussed
on the person and work of Jesus.
It is through him that we are able to live in harmony with God and the world he has created. The ‘fear of
the Lord’ and the way of life that flows from it now find their fullest expression in relationship with Jesus.

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.
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Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series, taking us into September.
Aug 9th
Aug 16th
Aug 23rd
Aug 30th

Sept 7th

Tony speaking on ‘A path to take’ – Proverbs 2: 1 - 22
Steve - lead & worship
Martin speaking on ‘A choice to Make’ – Proverbs 9: 1 - 18
Martin - lead; Worship - Sarah & Sam
Marc speaking on ‘A life to pursue’ – Proverbs 15: 16 - 33
Sarah/Sam - worship
Martin speaking on ‘A way to speak’ – Proverbs 10: 18-21; 11: 11-13;
25: 11 - 15; 26: 17 - 22
Steve - lead & worship
Martin speaking on ‘A model to follow’ – Proverbs 31: 10 - 31

Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.

Thanks, Nigel

A few weeks ago, we heard from our BMS Mission Partners during a Sunday morning service. If you'd like copies of some of their letters to learn more about their work, please do let Ineke know and she can put a

few from last year through your door, as well as a prayer card about them.

Unfortunately, we currently only have letters from 2019 as the 2020 ones haven't been able to be photocopied yet (due to COVID), and they can't be distributed electronically.
But do drop Ineke a line if you'd be interested in reading some of their updates from last year. For
those who request the letters, I'll get the 2020 ones to you when I can.
Thanks
Ineke
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Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent),
a list of those who have a birthday during the month. Let us,
'Rejoice with those who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.
Alice on her 80th birthday on 30th August
If you have a birthday in August, and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include
you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that
for us.

As you'll be aware, before the lockdown, as a church we would do a collection once a month
for Runnymede foodbank at our communion services. Since lockdown obviously this has not
been in place, but actually it's a time where more and more people are using foodbanks.
We continue to collect for foodbank, and have a plan in place which hopefully will mean
that those within distance of the church building will be able to safely support if they would like
to and are able to.
Evelyn has kindly agreed to put a couple of collection boxes out the front of church on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. They will be under the porch and to the side
so they're not in clear view of the road, but so that people are able to drop things off without
needing to enter the building. Please do not touch the boxes as you put things in if you can
avoid it.
Donations will then be taken up to the warehouse as required.
Please don't feel obliged if you do not feel you can safely donate or if finances are tight, but
we wanted to provide the opportunity for those who maybe are out and about on their walks or
exercise to drop things off as they pass by.
Thanks! Ineke
The most needed items at the moment are:
Sponge puds; Washing up liquid; Tinned fruit, not pears; Anti bacterial cleaners; Dried noodles; Cereals (not porridge): Rice; Jam; Tinned pasta, i.e. macaroni cheese etc.; Tinned
veg; Toiletries, i.e. shampoo, shower gel, deodorants, razors and shaving cream; Baby
wipes; Laundry powder/liquid.
Thanks.

Online Small Groups
If you would like to join an online small group, please contact Jude on her email: judithejt@googlemail.com.
Nigel's group is full but there are others available.
Thanks.
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The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want
to pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name
we speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy.
To any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome
may be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be
successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the
children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust
may grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy
Spirit and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community that you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and
work here, that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you.
Amen.
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