Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

21st August 2020

Dear Church Family
This Sunday Marc Cousins is speaking on Proverbs 10 - 'Righteousness - A Life To Pursue'. He will be
introducing us to the Proverbs as wise and pithy sayings, contained in one or two verses. Up until now
we have been looking at Proverbs chapters 1-9 which set out the two choices to live by God’s wisdom
or by our own self centred foolishness. These two choices are presented in pictures of two types of
houses, two types of women, two types of path. Proverbs chapters 1-9 are a series of poems selling
wisdom to us, motivating us to get into the book and receive its teachings with an eager heart. Then
look at Chapter 10 v 1 where we read, 'The Proverbs of Solomon'. This is where the Proverbs, as such,
begin. Proverbs chapters 1-9 are all introductory. But when the Proverbs themselves begin in chapter
10, the style changes. Instead of lengthy, unified sections, each verse is its own tiny unit. In Chapters
10-22 we have the wise sayings, the 'Proverbs' as we recognise them. The Proverbs in chapters 10-22
address wisdom issues in our lives that come from Solomon himself – for example how to use money,
how to be a family, how to use words and so forth.
My article below introduces the theme of the book of Proverbs, 'The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge (wisdom)' – Proverbs 1 v 7. Wisdom and not more information or data, is what we need to
live full and prosperous lives in an anxious and insecure world.
Blessings
Martin

The theme of Proverbs – 'The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge'
We are living through a time of crisis where rules and guidelines around Corona virus are constantly
changing and being updated. We are also living in a time when we are constantly bombarded with statistics and data. There is an obvious place for rules and guidance designed to keep people safe and for data
to provide support for measures that need to be taken. But on their own, rules, data and information are
not sufficient for the type of life God created us to live. It is possible to live by all the rules and become
self righteous and condemning in our attitude to others. We have all known people who were blameless,
in their way, and we disliked them. But wisdom 'will bestow on you a beautiful crown' – Proverbs 4 v 9.
We want Jesus to place that crown on our heads, for his sake. More people are won for Christ by beauty
than by rules.
Jesus said, 'I have come that you may have life in all its fullness' (John 10 v 10). We have more data and
information available to us than ever before and yet we are more anxious, insecure, depressed and lacking in identity, meaning and purpose than we have ever been. This is because human beings were not
created to be sovereign over the world independently of God. We find our satisfaction, meaning and purpose only when we obey God’s teachings and love, serve and worship him. When we live as though the
future depends entirely on our knowledge and skill to solve crises, the result is increased anxiety and insecurity.
But Proverbs tells us that there is a type of healthy fear of the Lord which is good and satisfying for our
souls .The theme of Proverbs 1 v 7: 'The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise
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wisdom and instruction'. If we distilled the whole book into one drop, it would be verse 7. What is the
fear of the Lord? The fear of the Lord is openness to him, eagerness to please him, humility to be instructed by him – Proverbs 15 v 33: 'The fear of the Lord teaches a man wisdom, and humility comes
before honour'. The fear of the Lord is a willingness to turn from evil and change – Job 28 v 28, 'And he
said to man, "The fear of the Lord - that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding"'. The fear of the
Lord is surrender to his will – Genesis 22 v 9- 12, 'When they reached the place God had told him
about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him
on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But
the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, "Abraham, Abraham!". "Here I am", he replied. "Do
not lay a hand on the boy," he said, "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son". The fear of the Lord is one way we
love him – Deuteronomy 6; 2-5, …… so that you, your children and their children after them may fear
the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and
so that you may enjoy long life. Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you
and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of
your fathers, promised you. Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength'.
The 'fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge (wisdom)'. Knowledge (wisdom) starts within God
and then it moves toward us. He must reveal it by grace, and we must receive it in humility. We change
and become wiser then by turning upward to the Lord with an awakened sense of his sheer reality, his
moral beauty, his eternal grandeur, infinitely above us but relevant to us. Our true crisis is not a lacking
of information but it is relational. It is he, the risen and living Lord Jesus Christ, to whom we must pay
close attention, if we are ever going to learn to live wisely. That means we must forsake the 'fool' within
each of us. The 'fool' in each of us is our self-centred desires which oppose God’s teachings. Wise
people humbly revere God and lovingly live to please him. To revere God is to humble ourselves before
our superior, Jesus Christ. It is to look at the cross. As we look at the cross we see a wise man hanging there, dying in the place of fools like us because he loves us. As we look away from ourselves and
look at him, our pride melts away, we begin to worship and we begin to grow wise.
What does the book of Proverbs mean by wisdom (knowledge)? Wisdom is more than brains. It is
more than morals. We could memorise the whole bible and mean it from the heart, without wisdom.
Wisdom is skill. Expertise, competence that understands how life really works. Wisdom in the Bible is
used in Exodus 35 v 30-33, of the skill of an artist adorning the tabernacle: 'Then Moses said to the
Israelites, "See, the Lord has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and he
has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts - to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in
all kinds of artistic craftsmanship"'. We see wisdom in Jeremiah 10 v 9 where the expertise of goldsmiths is called 'the work of skilled men' or wise men. We see wisdom in Psalm 107 v 23-30 for the
know-how of sailors, who use the winds and tides to make their way through the sea to their destination:
'Others went out on the sea in ships;
they were merchants on the mighty waters.
they saw the works of the Lord
his wonderful deeds in the deep.
For he spoke and stirred up a tempest
that lifted high the waves.
They mounted up to the heavens
and went down to the depths;
in their peril their courage melted away.
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They reeled and staggered like drunken men;
they were at their wits' end.
Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble,
and he brought them out of their distress.
He stilled the storm to a whisper;
the waves of the sea were hushed.
they were glad when it grew calm,
and he guided them to their desired haven'.
Whether craftsmanship working with the materials of life or seamanship steering through the currents of
life, so to speak, wisdom understands how real life can work well.
How do we get wisdom then? Proverbs 1 v 1-2 tell us:
The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:
for attaining wisdom and discipline;
for understanding words of insight'.
Wisdom comes from God’s instructions. We are not born wise. We get into wisdom the hard way,
through the Lord’s instruction and discipline. We make progress in wisdom to the extent that we are
teachable. So we are foolish people pursuing wisdom by humbling ourselves under the Lord’s correction. Our culture tells us that we can find satisfaction, meaning and purpose using our own wisdom. But
we cannot make up our own wisdom. We were born into a world that is ordered according to God’s wisdom not our own. We need to know the wisdom that God has built into our world and how it works in
relationships, in finances, in sex, in every area of life. Wisdom then is found not in living independently
of God but humbly in submission to God. Proverbs chapters 10-22 instructs us in practical themes of
living wisely in all areas of our lives. We will look at these themes – justice, speech, leadership, money,
work, humility, sex and family life in part 2 of the Proverbs series in the Autumn.
It is a good thing to keep informed about the news and to pray 'your kingdom come, your will be done'
as Jesus taught us, for our fallen and broken world. But information and data on its own will lead us to
insecurity and fear for the future. We need rather to bring our own anxieties and insecurities about ourselves and the world to God in prayer. God is sovereign over the world he has created and he sustains
it and one day will renew the heaven and the earth when Christ comes again in glory. In other words the
world is not subject to chaotic forces like Corona virus that runs rampant. God is sovereign and so we
fear God by praying to him, trusting His promises, worshipping Him and laying our lives before Him with
humility. This is the way to a life of wisdom. It is the life for which we were created. The fear of the Lord
is the path to a satisfied soul, not just for this life but for eternity.

Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on
Zoom. If you are interested, please text Nigel at the start of the service (his number will appear on
screen) and you will be placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is
a private time between you and the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.
Online Small Groups
If you would like to join an online small group, please contact Jude on her email: judithejt@googlemail.com.
Nigel's group is full but there are others available.
Thanks.
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Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series, taking us into September.
Aug 23rd Marc speaking on ‘Righteousness - A Life To Pursue’ – Proverbs 10.
Martin - lead; Sarah/Sam - worship
th
Aug 30
Martin speaking on ‘A way to speak’ – Proverbs 10: 18-21; 11: 11-13;
25: 11 - 15; 26: 17 - 22
Steve - lead & worship
th
Sept 7
Martin speaking on ‘A model to follow’ – Proverbs 31: 10 - 31

Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.
Thanks, Nigel
Prayer & Donations for BMS World Mission in Beirut, Lebanon
You will be aware of the explosion that devastated Beirut on 4th August. Under normal circumstances we would be looking to have a collection on a Sunday morning for the relief effort. Unfortunately that is not currently practical, but we'd
encourage you, if you feel able, to give to BMS World Mission's appeal using the link below, where there is further information and prayer points, a video from those on the ground, and a link to donate.
https://www.bmsworldmission.org/news/pray-for-beirut/
Thanks

Congratulations to all our A level, Btec and GCSE students who have worked so hard to achieve the
levels and grades that have now been assessed by their teachers, well deserved. We pray for those
who have not achieved the results they have hoped for, for guidance for the next steps in College,
University, work or in repeating a year.
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Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent),
a list of those who have a birthday during the month. Let us,
'Rejoice with those who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.
Alice on her 80th birthday on 30th August
Ros on her 79th birthday on 3rd September
Dave on his 84th birthday on 25th September
If you have a birthday in August or September and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email
Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please

As you'll be aware, before the lockdown, as a church we would do a collection once a month
for Runnymede foodbank at our communion services. Since lockdown obviously this has not
been in place, but actually it's a time where more and more people are using foodbanks.
We continue to collect for foodbank, and have a plan in place which hopefully will mean
that those within distance of the church building will be able to safely support if they would like
to and are able to.
Evelyn has kindly agreed to put a couple of collection boxes out the front of church on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. They will be under the porch and to the side
so they're not in clear view of the road, but so that people are able to drop things off without
needing to enter the building. Please do not touch the boxes as you put things in if you can
avoid it.
Donations will then be taken up to the warehouse as required.
Please don't feel obliged if you do not feel you can safely donate or if finances are tight, but
we wanted to provide the opportunity for those who maybe are out and about on their walks or
exercise to drop things off as they pass by.
Thanks! Ineke
The most needed items at the moment are:
Sponge puds; Washing up liquid; Anti bacterial cleaners; Dried noodles; Cereals (not
porridge): Rice; Jam; Tinned pasta, i.e. macaroni cheese etc.; Tinned veg; Toiletries, i.e.
shampoo, shower gel, deodorants, razors and shaving cream; Baby wipes; Laundry powder/
liquid.
Thanks.
MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.

If you would like a copy of Marc's sermon notes - 'Righteousness - A life To Pursue', on
Proverbs 10, please email Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk and you will be sent a
copy.
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The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want
to pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name
we speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy.
To any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome
may be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be
successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the
children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust
may grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy
Spirit and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community that you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and
work here, that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you.
Amen.
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