Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

14th August 2020

Dear Church Family
I must confess that this long season of social distancing as a result of Corona virus causes me to feel
weary at times. It is the uncertainty about the future that is draining over the long term. In addition, I
miss face to face contact with you all and the wonderful lift that gathering to pray together, worship together and fellowship together gives. I am praying that God would bring this desert experience to an
end. But I’m also aware that there are added pressures for many of the loss of employment and income
and the anxiety that comes to many who are in a vulnerable position due to their health.

Into this situation of uncertainty and anxiety, Proverbs speaks so powerfully offering us God’s wisdom
for these challenging times. We are overwhelmed with data and news reports about Corona virus and
all the government measures that go with it regarding socially distancing. We don’t need more data on
Coronavirus which, taken on its own leads to more anxiety and uncertainty. What we need is God’s wisdom, which is His sovereign teaching for us in the practicalities of everyday life. The book of Proverbs
offers us God’s wisdom in using our money well, in working for God’s glory, in acting justly, in using our
speech for God’s glory, in parenting and friendships and so on.
But ultimately the, 'fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom'. If we want to live wisely in and through
this crisis we need to fear God – that is to submit to his teaching in all aspects of our lives – our jobs,
our families, our money, our speech, the use of our time etc. We need to trust God in his sovereignty
that he is reigning and ruling despite the crisis. We need to love, serve and worship God as the One
who holds the future and who in the words of the hymn, will, '…guide us with his hand. With God things
don’t just happen, everything by him is planned. So as I face tomorrow with its problems large and
small, I’ll trust the God of miracles, give to him my all'.
Blessings
Martin
Sunday Morning Service
This will include communion, so please come prepared with juice and some bread.
A Choice To Make
Proverbs 9
16th August 2020
As you know I am a great fan of food and so Rishi Sunak’s, 'Eat out to help out', initiative is music to my
ears. I am even more delighted that coffees are also half price from Monday to Wednesday. Staying
with food for a moment ….when we got home from holiday a week last Friday, a curry was waiting for us
that was left over from 'Lets Do Takeaway Lunch'. I have to say that this was literally a gift from God – it
reminded me that eating together is an expression of God’s love, welcome and hospitality towards us –
which is why we do 'Lets Do Lunch'.
Proverbs 9 is all about an invitation to two types of feast, in two houses with two types of women - one
offered by a woman personifying wisdom and one offered by a woman personifying folly. Feasting reflects our appetites and desires. So Proverbs 9 is really challenging us – are our appetites and desires
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for the feast God offers us, or are we looking to feast elsewhere?
In the end the message of Proverbs is simple – if we chose to live wisely by fearing God we will enjoy
all the blessings of the feast that God invites us to – we will have joy, satisfaction, meaning, purpose
and hope, life in all its fullness which goes beyond this life into eternity. But if we choose the feast of
foolishness, that is, if we live in rebellion against God, we will experience not blessing but spiritual
death; satisfaction, meaning, purpose, life in all its fullness and eternal life will pass us by. Now choosing the right way of wisdom is not easy because our desires are often in conflict. Just knowing God’s
wisdom in the bible doesn’t mean that we will always live it out. We know this from experience when
our desires overwhelm us and lead us into rebellion against God. Proverbs is realistic in this because it
pictures two women calling out to young men inviting them to feast in their houses. In other words wisdom and folly are competing voices and offer obvious rewards. This fulfilment in terms of feasting is an
evocative picture of our desires and appetites. It’s a way of asking us - do we desire fulfilment in God’s
feast of wisdom ahead of every other offer of fulfilment in life? Our internal desires will continue to be in
conflict until we meet Christ and the desire for sin is removed from us completely. Every day we will
have the voices of wisdom and folly competing in our minds and hearts to pursue either God or rebellion against God.
Proverbs 9 is so helpful because although the two competing voices of wisdom and folly are still a
reality for us, the invitation to enjoy the feast at the woman wisdom’s house is portrayed as far superior
to the invitation to feast at the woman folly’s house. There is a realism about the internal battle of
desires we all face but the truth about the infinitely greater reward of feasting on God’s wisdom draws
us to love, obey and worship God.
Let’s now look at how the feast offered by the woman wisdom is so much superior to the feast offered
by the woman folly – Proverbs 9 v 5-6:
'Come, eat my food
and drink the wine I have mixed.
Leave your simple ways and you will live;
walk in the way of understanding'.
The promise is that those who are not yet wise will live and walk in the way of understanding if they accept the invitation to the woman wisdom’s house. Not only that, feasting on wisdom is a picture of a life
of feasting on God’s blessings – Isaiah 55 v 1-3:
'Come, all you who are thirsty,
come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without cost.
Why spend money on what is not bread,
and your labour on what does not satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,
and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.
Give ear and come to me;
hear me, that your soul may live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
my faithful love promised to David'.
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Only God can satisfy us in this life. Seeking after meaning and purpose in other things will leave us unfulfilled and hungry and thirsty for more. But feasting on God’s wisdom satisfies us. Jesus of course is
the fulfilment of the promise of this feasting on God’s wisdom because he is the wisdom of God – John
6 v 35: 'Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me, will never go hungry, and
he who believes in me will never be thirsty"'. Jesus invites us to feed on him by believing in his death
and resurrection as the basis for our forgiveness and relationship with God. He commands Christians to
remember and give thanks for his death on the cross and his resurrection as we share communion today – John 6 v 54- 56: 'Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him
up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and
drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him'. Of course communion is not just looking back at the cross
with thanksgiving. It is a feeding on Jesus now. The Holy Spirit comes to feed the hungry with Jesus the
bread of life and to satisfy our thirst through the blood of Christ symbolised by the wine. But communion
also points forward to the future when Christians will one day enjoy the banquet and feast of the marriage supper of Jesus, the Lamb in heaven – Revelation 19 v 6b-9:
"Hallelujah!
For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready.
Fine linen, bright and clean,
was given her to wear".
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints)'.
Then the angel said to me,
"Write: blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!
And he added, "These are the true words of God"'.
In contrast to this the woman folly also invites us loudly to feast with her in her house – Proverbs 9
verse 13-17:
'The woman folly is loud;
she is undisciplined and without knowledge.
She sits at the door of her house,
on a seat at the highest point of the city
calling out to those who pass by,
who go straight on their way.
"Let all who are simple come in here!"
she says to those who lack judgement.
"Stolen water is sweet;
food eaten in secret is delicious"'.
The promise is that her stolen water is sweet and her food smuggled into her house is delicious. But in
reality feasting there only leads to spiritual death. Those who feast on foolishness are not satisfied and
don’t find meaning or purpose, freedom or identity, satisfaction or hope. The truth is that the woman folly is calling out loudly today in our culture. Our culture shouts loudly that meaning, satisfaction, freedom
and purpose can be found in creating our own set of moral values. The mantra is often live in such a
way that you don’t harm others but pursue your own desires, goals or dreams on your own terms. We
are encouraged to reject or at least modify God’s moral teachings and laws to suit our own goals. But in
reality people are not becoming happier and more satisfied in rejecting the wisdom of the feast that God
invites us to. People today are more insecure, more anxious, more depressed, more lacking in identity
than ever. Rather than freedom from God’s wisdom leading to life, it looks as though rejecting God’s
feast of wisdom is literally leading to death.
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The challenge to us today is what direction are we moving in? Are we growing in our desire and love for
God and his wisdom? If we desire wisdom and are teachable in all areas of life we will become wiser –
Proverbs 9 verse 9:
'Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still:
teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning'.
Are we open and teachable to God’s instruction for us in the weeks to come – are we prepared to listen
and act on God’s wisdom in raising our families, using our money, acting justly, speaking wisely, working for God’s glory? We show we are wise and fear God by submitting to his teaching in all areas of our
life. But we need to ask for more of God’s love in our hearts so that we hunger and thirst after his wisdom.

The theme line of the book of Proverbs that we met first time in Chapter 1 comes again in Proverbs 9
verse 10:
'The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding'.
.
If we want to live wisely and enjoy the feast God invites us to we need to fear God. This means to live a
life of awe and reverence. It means to desire and love and worship God ahead of everything and everybody else. Fearing God means to humbly submit to God’s teaching and instruction in every area of life.
If we will fear God in this way we are promised we will prosper – verses 11-12a:
'For through me your days will be many,
and years will be added to your life,
If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you'.
God will reward us not just with fullness of life and joy in this life but with eternal life in the feast that
goes on for eternity.
Maybe you’ve stalled in your desire for God or are even rebelling against him – maybe you’re feasting
at the wrong house of folly – hear the invitation to God’s feast again today and respond. Jesus offers
you the feast of heaven and invites you back into his feast. The feast that Jesus offers leads to life in all
its fullness, to joy, to meaning, to true satisfaction. Jesus is the only food that satisfies, feed on him today, return to him , confess your sin and rejoin the feast that leads to life.

Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series, taking us into September.
Aug 16th Martin speaking on ‘A choice to Make’ – Proverbs 9: 1 - 18
Martin - lead; Worship - Sarah
Aug 23rd Marc speaking on ‘A life to pursue’ – Proverbs 15: 16 - 33
Sarah/Sam - worship
th
Aug 30
Martin speaking on ‘A way to speak’ – Proverbs 10: 18-21; 11: 11-13;
25: 11 - 15; 26: 17 - 22
Steve - lead & worship
Sept 7th
Martin speaking on ‘A model to follow’ – Proverbs 31: 10 - 31
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Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent),
a list of those who have a birthday during the month. Let us,
'Rejoice with those who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.
Alice on her 80th birthday on 30th August
Ros on her 79th birthday on 3rd September
Dave on his 84th birthday on 25th September
If you have a birthday in August or September, and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email
Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please
also confirm that for us.

As you'll be aware, before the lockdown, as a church we would do a collection once a month
for Runnymede foodbank at our communion services. Since lockdown obviously this has not
been in place, but actually it's a time where more and more people are using foodbanks.
We continue to collect for foodbank, and have a plan in place which hopefully will mean
that those within distance of the church building will be able to safely support if they would like
to and are able to.

Evelyn has kindly agreed to put a couple of collection boxes out the front of church on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. They will be under the porch and to the side
so they're not in clear view of the road, but so that people are able to drop things off without
needing to enter the building. Please do not touch the boxes as you put things in if you can
avoid it.
Donations will then be taken up to the warehouse as required.
Please don't feel obliged if you do not feel you can safely donate or if finances are tight, but
we wanted to provide the opportunity for those who maybe are out and about on their walks or
exercise to drop things off as they pass by.
Thanks! Ineke
The most needed items at the moment are:
Sponge puds; Washing up liquid; Anti bacterial cleaners; Dried noodles; Cereals (not
porridge): Rice; Jam; Tinned pasta, i.e. macaroni cheese etc.; Tinned veg; Toiletries, i.e.
shampoo, shower gel, deodorants, razors and shaving cream; Baby wipes; Laundry powder/
liquid.
Thanks.

Online Small Groups
If you would like to join an online small group, please contact Jude on her email: judithejt@googlemail.com.
Nigel's group is full but there are others available.
Thanks.
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Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.
Thanks, Nigel

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.

These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.

Prayer & Donations for BMS World Mission in Beirut, Lebanon
You will be aware of the explosion that devastated Beirut on 4th August. Under normal circumstances we would be looking to have a collection on a Sunday morning for the relief effort. Unfortunately that is not currently practical, but we'd
encourage you, if you feel able, to give to BMS World Mission's appeal using the link below, where there is further information and prayer points, a video from those on the ground, and a link to donate.
https://www.bmsworldmission.org/news/pray-for-beirut/
Thanks
Ineke

Would you like to have prayer after Sunday morning service?
Members of the Prayer Team are willing to pray with people after the Sunday morning service on
Zoom. If you are interested, please text Nigel at the start of the service (his number will appear on
screen) and you will be placed in a 'breakout room' soon after the end of the service. This means it is
a private time between you and the prayer team. This is open to anyone who would like prayer.
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The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want
to pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name
we speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy.
To any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome
may be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be
successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the
children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust
may grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy
Spirit and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community that you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and
work here, that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you.
Amen.

Heathervale Baptist Church
Heathervale Road, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15 3NW
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