Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

31st July 2020

Dear Church Family
An Introduction To Proverbs
We are starting a new series looking at the Book of Proverbs. It is a six part series looking at ‘Wisdom
for the whole of life’.
This book is populated with the types of people we are, and the types of people we encounter most
days; adolescents and parents, spouses and friends, colleagues and clients, the gullible and the lazy,
the old and the young, those who might lead us astray and those who help us stay on track. It is a book
which knows that life is lived in seasons as well as in days and hours, in relationships with others, and
on specific frontlines – those everyday places where we spend most of our time.
It is a book to remind us that following Jesus is connected to the whole of life, a book which provides
guidance for living wisely in God’s world, which not only encourages us to make wise choices, but develops our character as we read it and seek to live it out.
Blessings
Tony

A Lord to Honour
Proverbs 1 v 1 to 7
2nd August 2020
Today we are starting a new series looking at the book of Proverbs. It is a six-week series and
will take us to 7th September.
A frequently asked question is ‘how should I live my life’, judging by the ever-expanding selfhelp sections in book shops and libraries, add to this consultants, social media and gurus, it is
a question that a lot of people are seeking the answer to.
We know that none of us are the best we can be. We need wisdom in almost every situation in
life. Given our need for this wisdom it would be all too easy to turn the book of Proverbs into a
set of principles for living, a moralistic list of do’s and don’ts.

The book of Proverbs is so much more than this, it is a gospel-shaped book in which God does
for us what we cannot do for ourselves. He takes the loving initiative to address our need for
wisdom to live a good Christian life in this world.
The book puts God at the heart of our lives and not us. We can sometimes see ourselves as
the centre of our own little world, with God somewhere on the outside helping us out whenever
we need him.
Proverbs tells us that he is at the centre of all things, that we find true wisdom only in relationship with him and reverence of him.
Introduction to Proverbs:
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Proverbs 1 v 1 to 7 – Prologue
These opening verses give us the title, an introduction to the book.
Proverbs 1 v 8 to 9 v 18 – Speeches
After the prologue, Chapters 1 to 9 contain a series of speeches addressed to a young man
encouraging him to pursue wisdom. There are two main voices in this section – that of a parent or parents, and that of Wisdom personified as a woman.
Proverbs 10 to 24 – The Proverbs of Solomon
The title in 10 v 1 shows this as the start of a new section. It’s the first collection of proverbs
associated with Solomon, whether written by him or gathered by him or belonging to his collection. It appears to contain separate subsections.
Proverbs 25 to 29 – More Proverbs of Solomon
These are a second collection of proverbs associated with Solomon, but said to be compiled
by the men of Hezekiah King of Judah. Here again is an indication that, even if Solomon was
the author of many of the proverbs, the book as we have it is a compilation put together after
his death.
Proverbs 30 – The sayings of Agur
Chapter 30 then starts a new section with the sayings of Agur.
Proverbs 31 v 1 to 9 – The sayings of King Lemuel
Then we have some sayings of King Lemuel taught by his mother, which reminds us of the parental instructions of chapters 1 to 9.
Proverbs 31 v 10 to 31 – The Grand Finale
Finally, comes a poem about a woman who fears the Lord. Some consider this passage to be
part of the sayings of King Lemuel’s mother, whereas others see it as a separate poem in its
own right. In either case, far from being a mere appendix about the ideal wife, it brings us back
to the personification of wisdom in the opening chapters of the book, and presents wisdom
embodied in the form of a God-fearing woman.
That is the introduction to the book of Proverbs, now back to Proverbs 1 v 1 to 7.
The first principle of wisdom:
Proverbs 1 v 7
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

The ‘fear of the Lord’ is the first principle and is a theme which runs through the bible’s wisdom
writings, not just in Proverbs but in Job, Ecclesiastes and others too.
To our ears, the word ‘fear’ can suggest a sense of cringing terror or dread, but that is not
what is intended here, however, there is a level of ‘fear and trembling’ that is appropriate when
faced with the presence of God.
The English words ‘awe’ or ‘reverence’ come closest to what is implied in most uses of the
word fear in this context.
The Hebrew verb yare can mean 'to fear, to respect, to reverence' and the Hebrew noun yirah
usually refers to the fear of God and is viewed as a positive quality.
The Greek noun phobos can mean “reverential fear” of God, “not a mere ‘fear’ of His power
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tive, productive fear Luke describes in the early New Testament Church:
Luke 9 v 31
Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and
was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it
increased in numbers.
That verse is so encouraging as they lived in the fear of the Lord and was obedient to him,
they increased in numbers. They honoured the Lord in their lives.
If the bible’s wisdom writings are concerned with living wisely in God’s world, then fear of the
Lord is the first principle of such a life, where being wise finds its foundation in a relationship
with, and a deep reverence of God, rather than being wise in our own eyes:
Proverbs 3 v 7
Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.

This then shapes the decisions we make in everyday life and directs our prayers as we seek
to grow in wisdom.
Knowledge is the facts, skills, and information we achieve through experience or education.
Everyone has knowledge in certain areas. I have knowledge of aviation after 43 years in the
business.
As Christians we need knowledge of God. To obtain this knowledge, we must be taught and
experience him. Our teacher is the Lord himself; he teaches us through reading his Word and
through the Holy Spirit working in us.
To fear the Lord leads us to respect him, his commandments and his call on our lives. We
learn how we are to act and even what we should say by fearing the Lord. This fear, or reverence, makes us think before we act or speak. As we gain knowledge, we gain wisdom.
God, as our father, wants his children to learn, grow, and apply these truths to every aspect of
their lives.
In Genesis we read that Abraham feared the Lord, and carried out his instructions even at the
risk of losing his own son.
God tested him by asking him to go to Moriah and make a sacrifice, and to take his son Isaac
with him, which he did. We know that at the time of the sacrifice Abraham followed God’s instruction and laid his son on the altar and was prepared to sacrifice him. Then at the last moment God stepped in and not only stopped him but also provided a sacrificial ram.
God said to Abraham:
Genesis 22 v 12
"Do not lay a hand on the boy", he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that
you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son".
Because of Abraham’s fear of the Lord and faithfulness in carrying out his instructions, God
told him that he would surely bless him and make his descendants as numerous as the stars
in the sky and the sand on the seashore.
We need to understand that fearing God is a positive rather than a negative experience. This
will prevent us from falling back into our sinful nature.
If we fear the Lord and do all he asks of us then surely, he will pour out his blessings upon us
in abundance.
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When we hear people say that they are God-fearing then we tend to trust them more than
others. If they fear God, then they will do what they say and treat people with love and kindness as evidence of fearing God. If there is no evidence of this then it is just a cliché that rolls
off their tongues.
The ultimate example of fear and perfect love working together is Jesus Christ. He warned all
who he came into contact with, and us, at every opportunity to fear God, rather than men. He
confirmed this and gave us the example in how he lived his life and death.
He spoke lovingly and honestly to all he came into contact with. He didn't mince his words
when people needed to face their sin and repent. But he also demonstrated love beyond human understanding when he lived out his words.
Jesus and the book of Proverbs
Just as Jesus being the Good Shepherd in John 10 enriches the reading of Psalm 23 for the
Christian, so Jesus being ‘greater than Solomon’ in Matthew 12 v 42 enriches our reading of
the book of Proverbs.
The call to live wisely in God’s world is as significant today as it was in Old Testament times,
but for Christians it is focussed on the person and work of Jesus who embodies wisdom in
himself.
The way of life that flows from the fear of the Lord is found in our following of Jesus, the one
who makes it possible to walk the path of wisdom in our everyday lives. By doing this we honour the Lord.
What is the application for us this week?
1.
That there will be evidence that we fear God and it is seen by the way that we live our
lives, by what we say and by what we do, doing what is right, just and fair.
2.
We all need to increase our knowledge of God by reading and meditating on it as often
as possible, asking the Holy Spirit to bring it to life in our lives.
3.
It may be that this week you will be facing a difficult situation where wisdom is required,
commit to God in prayer and trust him that he will provide you with the wisdom to play your
part for a good outcome. If this is you then why not share it with someone or some people
and they can pray for you and the situation.
A few weeks ago, we heard from our BMS Mission Partners during a Sunday morning service. If you'd like copies of some of their letters to learn more about their work, please do let Ineke know and she can put a

few from last year through your door, as well as a prayer card about them.

Unfortunately, we currently only have letters from 2019 as the 2020 ones haven't been able to be photocopied yet (due to COVID), and they can't be distributed electronically.
But do drop Ineke a line if you'd be interested in reading some of their updates from last year. For
those who request the letters, I'll get the 2020 ones to you when I can.
Thanks
Ineke
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Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent),
a list of those who have a birthday during the month. Let us,
'Rejoice with those who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.
Pauline R on her birthday on 6th August
Alice on her 80th birthday on 30th August
and
Pauline & Nowell's Golden Wedding Anniversary on 1st August
If you have a birthday in August, and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include
you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that
for us.

Dear Church Family,
I have great pleasure in letting you know that I have now received my degree results and have been
awarded an Upper Second (2:1) Honours degree. I would just like to say a massive thank you for all
your support and prayers over the last 3 years and your support in my appointment as Family and
Community Evangelist. I am really excited to see where God takes us next.
Thank you and bless you.

Marc
MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.

Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series, taking us into September.
Aug 2nd Tony speaking on ‘A Lord to honour’ - Proverbs 1: 1 - 7
Alison - lead, Steve - worship
th
Aug 9
Tony speaking on ‘A path to take’ – Proverbs 2: 1 - 22
Steve - lead & worship
th
Aug 16
Martin speaking on ‘A choice to Make’ – Proverbs 9: 1 - 18
Martin - lead; Worship - Sarah & Sam
rd
Aug 23
Marc speaking on ‘A life to pursue’ – Proverbs 15: 16 - 33
Sarah/Sam - worship
th
Aug 30
Martin speaking on ‘A way to speak’ – Proverbs 10: 18-21; 11: 11-13;
25: 11 - 15; 26: 17 - 22
Steve - lead & worship
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Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.
Thanks, Nigel

As you'll be aware, before the lockdown, as a church we would do a collection once a month
for Runnymede foodbank at our communion services. Since lockdown obviously this has not
been in place, but actually it's a time where more and more people are using foodbanks.
We continue to collect for foodbank, and have a plan in place which hopefully will mean
that those within distance of the church building will be able to safely support if they would like
to and are able to.
Evelyn has kindly agreed to put a couple of collection boxes out the front of church on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. They will be under the porch and to the side
so they're not in clear view of the road, but so that people are able to drop things off without
needing to enter the building. Please do not touch the boxes as you put things in if you can
avoid it.
Donations will then be taken up to the warehouse as required.
Please don't feel obliged if you do not feel you can safely donate or if finances are tight, but
we wanted to provide the opportunity for those who maybe are out and about on their walks or
exercise to drop things off as they pass by.
Thanks! Ineke
The most needed items at the moment are:
Sponge puds; Washing up liquid; Tinned fruit, not pears; Anti bacterial cleaners; Dried noodles; Cereals (not porridge): Rice; Jam; Tinned pasta, i.e. macaroni cheese etc.; Tinned
veg; Toiletries, i.e. shampoo, shower gel, deodorants, razors and shaving cream; Baby
wipes; Laundry powder/liquid.
Thanks.
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Online Small Groups
If you would like to join an online small group, please contact Jude on her email: judithejt@googlemail.com.
Nigel's group is full but there are others available.
Thanks.

The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want
to pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name
we speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy.
To any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome
may be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be
successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the
children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust
may grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy
Spirit and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community that you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and
work here, that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you.
Amen.
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