Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

24th July 2020

Dear Church Family
We come today to the final sermon (see below) in our series on 1 Peter. Over the following 2 Sundays
Tony will be preaching on our next series in Proverbs “Wisdom for the whole of life”
In this week’s sermon we look at the importance of being confident and committed to a church community as the means through which God helps us stand firm against the devil's spiritual attacks. Peter tells
us not to be surprised by sufferings as this is what Jesus encountered and told us we would also encounter – Matthew 5 v 11-12: ' Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you'.
Jesus and Peter tell us that we should rejoice in our sufferings that come as a result of us being Christians. We don’t rejoice in the sufferings themselves but because they prove that we belong to God and
that we will enjoy a great reward in heaven. Peter also encourages us that when we suffer in this life as
Christians we are blessed 'for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you'. – 1 Peter 4 v 14b.
The devil is a cunning enemy to Christians because he seeks to tempt us to believe that God has abandoned us or no longer cares for us when we suffer. But Peter tells us to stand firm and resist the spiritual attacks of the devil. We can do this because through his death and resurrection, Jesus has already
overcome the devil. But we must resist on the basis of Jesus’ victory through prayer, standing on the
promises of God in Scripture, through worship and by encouraging one another in the community of the
church. Standing firm is meant to be a communal activity done together. When we stay close together
as sheep under the direction of Jesus the Good Shepherd we will be more protected from spiritual attack.
Blessings
Martin.

Confident in Community
1 Peter 4 v 12- 1 Peter 5 v 14
25th July 2020
All bible texts this week are taken from the English Standard Version
There are sufferings which God permits in our lives for his good purposes – 1 Peter 4 v 19 'Therefore
let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good'.
God’s purpose is that we are participating in the sufferings of Christ. In other words if we stand firm in
our faith despite sufferings, this will prove that we belonged to Jesus all along, on the day he returns.
These sufferings come in various forms. Primarily in Peter’s letter these sufferings are the mocking, insults, misunderstandings of a secular world toward Christian faith – 1 Peter 4 v 14a ' If you are insulted for the name of Christ you are blessed'. We may all experience these sometimes from people who
may view Christians as intolerant, bigoted, self-righteous, hypocritical and so forth.
These sufferings may also come from spiritual attacks by the devil. The devil likes to use all suffering,
whether persecution, mental or physical health struggles and difficult circumstances to tempt us into
thinking that God no longer loves us and cares for us. The devil can tempt us to think that life would be
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easier for us if we weren’t Christians that only if we abandon Christ will our suffering be relieved.
But Peter encourages us to 'Resist him and stand firm in your faith'. So how do we resist the devil when
he tempts us in our sufferings? We need to remember the promises of God and here is a wonderful
one from Peter – 1 Peter 4 v 14. 'If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you'. In other words God promises us a special anointing of
the Holy Spirit to strengthen us and give us joy in the midst of suffering.
But the church family and community has a key role to play in helping us stand firm in the face of suffering and to resist the devil. Peter wants us to be confident in our faith as part of the community of the
church. He teaches us some principles for this confidence:First of all, we need to understand that suffering is a sign of God’s judgement on the church
and for the world
1 Peter 4 v 16-17 'Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him nt be ashamed, but let him glorify God in
that name. For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what
will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?'
What does Peter mean here that judgement begins with the church, the family of God? The sufferings
that we experience in the world remind us that God cursed the creation when Adam and Eve first rebelled against God. Pain, death, decay, injustice, violence, persecution came about as a result of the
fall. Their presence today reminds us that God has already judged sin by cursing the creation but that
he will finally judge the world when Jesus comes again. God has a purpose for the sufferings of Christians. Our sufferings are like fire which purifies or refines away impurities in precious metals. Our sufferings purify sin from our lives to prepare us for Christ’s coming again. For those who refuse to turn to
Jesus, God’s final judgement will result in eternal separation. Suffering also purifies the church community by exposing those who are not God’s people. In other words, those who are not true believers will
fall away from faith in the face of suffering, but true believers will stand firm.
So as Christians we are not to be surprised by the painful trials we suffer but we are to rejoice – 1 Peter
4 v 12-13 'Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed' .
Peter does not mean that we should be overjoyed by the presence of painful trials in our lives – we are
not sadists or masochists. What he means is that when we suffer according to God’s will, God sends
his Holy Spirit to rest upon us in power – 1 Peter 4 v 14: 'If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you
are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you'. I’m reminded here of Stephen in
Acts 6. Stephen was arrested by members of the synagogue in Jerusalem for doing great wonders and
miraculous signs in the name of Jesus. He was arrested and brought before the religious authorities.
False witnesses testified against Stephen saying he was preaching that Jesus would destroy the temple and change the law of Moses. Then Luke adds this verse in Acts 6 v 15: 'And gazing at him, all who
sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel'. God promises us the same when we
go through sufferings.
Secondly, God appoints leaders in the church to help us stand firm in suffering
Jesus is the chief shepherd, the head of the church who teaches, guides, protects and cares for his
people. But Jesus also appoints human shepherds who have the responsibility to lead, care for, protect
and provide for God’s sheep . In the NT these under-shepherds are referred to as elders, overseers or
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pastors – 1 Peter 5 v 1-2a.: 'So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of
God that is among you, exercising oversight …...
Elders are to care for the church as a shepherd cares for his sheep – leading, providing, caring and
protecting. Shepherds lead sheep from pasture to pasture in order that they may feed. They also protect the sheep from predatory animals.
Faithful shepherding involves “serving as overseers” As sheep are prone to wander, elders have responsibility to provide leadership and direction. This doesn’t mean that the care, protection, feeding
and guidance of the church is only done by the elders. The elders have to oversee it to ensure it happens at different levels. In this church we have a system of pastoral care through small groups and for
those not in small groups, through a pastoral care team – which includes Brenda, Bill, Mary, Alison,
myself and Pat.
If as a church we are to be cared for as sheep, then we need to commit ourselves to a Christian community led by faithful shepherds. I’m thankful to God that we have caring, committed, faithful shepherds here.
Peter gives instructions to the church as to how we are to treat elders – the ESV is a better translation
here – 1 Peter 5 v 5 “..you who are younger, be subject to the elders.”
Elders, typically in the early church were both older in age as well as being spiritually mature. But in
general elders should be spiritually mature and so Peter calls the church to be subject to the elders. In
other words our task is to follow our leaders. This requires humility, for we may not always understand
a decision, or even wish to walk in a certain direction. So, 'All of you', Peter concludes v 5 'clothe yourselves with humility towards one another, for God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.'.
Elders themselves need to be humble before God but elders cannot lead a people who are not humble. How do we humble ourselves – Peter tells us in verses 6-7: 'Humble yourselves, therefore, under
the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him,
because he cares for you'. Anxiety is a form of pride because it involves taking concerns upon ourselves instead of entrusting them to God. Believers can cast or throw their burdens on to God because
God himself promises to care for our needs.
The call is to clothe ourselves with humility. We do this by trusting God that he loves us and will provide for us. Being clothed in humility is to follow the lead of the elders whom God has placed over us.
Pray for your elders and encourage them. Elders likewise are to pray for the sheep under their care. It
is as the elders lead and the sheep follow that God gives us confidence to walk through suffering together in community.
Thirdly, we are to encourage one another to stand firm against spiritual attack
1 Peter 5 v 8a, Peter calls us to be 'sober minded and watchful' This means to be “spiritually alert”
watching out for sin and for attacks of evil. Peter continues 1 Peter 5 v 8b: 'Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour'. The devil is a personal spiritual being
who is in active rebellion against God and who has leadership of many demons like himself. Peter likens the devil to a prowling lion who attacks suddenly, viciously and often when its unsuspecting victim
is engaged in routine activities. Peter views the devil here then as a cunning and evil personal being
who has an ability to attack and harm Christians. These attacks can be in the form of temptations to
give up on God in the face of suffering and trials. These attacks can be through discouragement or
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despondency or fear. These attacks can be violent or irrational behaviour toward Christians. They
can be malicious slander and falsehood against Christians. They can be through false teaching or
false prophecies. Sometimes even sickness can be through spiritual attack.
As Christians we need to respond then with alertness, praying for God’s protection for one another
particularly when we go through trials.
But Peter instructs us not to cower in fear from the devil but to resist him -1 Peter 5 v 9: 'Resist
him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world'. Christ has overcome the power of the devil already through the cross and
his victory over sin and death in his resurrection. We can stand firm in our faith by trusting in the victory that Christ has already won. If we stand firm the devil according to James 4 v 7 has to flee from us.
How do we stand firm? We use all the resources of the Christian life – prayer, the word of God, praise,
the support of fellow believers, living a holy life – in other words, the whole armour of God. Peter says
that when we are spiritually attacked this is the authentic experience of Christians everywhere. This is
why he begins the whole section – 1 Peter 4 v 12: 'Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when
it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you'. Standing firm
against spiritual opposition is meant to be done in community. We were never meant to go it alone.
Sheep that wander off on their own are more prone to attack. We need one another’s support and encouragement – which is why praying together, worshipping together and sharing in small groups are
so important.
Peter offers us further comfort in 1 Peter 5 v 10: 'And after you have suffered a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen,
and establish you'.
The suffering and attacks of the devil may seem difficult to us now but they will not last long. In the
context of eternity Peter uses the phrase, 'And after you have suffered a little while'. In other words no
matter how long or intense our suffering may be, it will be short compared to the joys of eternity. Peter
promises us that God’s grace will make up for all our sufferings in this life. God’s grace will restore,
confirm, strengthen and establish us in our faith. This will happen when Christ takes us to be with him,
all our suffering will be at an end. But God will also give us grace through the Holy Spirit to heal us,
strengthen us and help us to stand firm in the face of suffering today.
MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.

Online Small Groups
If you would like to join an online small group, please contact Jude on her email: judithejt@googlemail.com.
Nigel's group is full but there are others available.
Thanks.
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Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent),
a list of those who have a birthday during the month. Let us,
'Rejoice with those who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.
Brian on his birthday on 25th July
Val on her birthday on 26th July
Pauline R on her birthday on 6th August
Alice on her 80th birthday on 30th August
and
Pauline & Nowell's Golden Wedding Anniversary on 1st August
If you have a birthday in August, and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include
you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that
for us.

Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series, taking us into September.
July 26th Session 6 Confident in Community – 1 Peter 4: 7 – 5: 14
Martin - preach; Tony - lead; Steve - worship.
nd
Aug 2
Tony speaking on ‘A Lord to honour’ - Proverbs 1: 1 - 7
Alison - lead, Steve - worship
th
Aug 9
Tony speaking on ‘A path to take’ – Proverbs 2: 1 - 22
Steve - lead & worship
th
Aug 16
Martin speaking on ‘A choice to Make’ – Proverbs 9: 1 - 18
Martin - lead; Worship - Sarah & Sam
rd
Aug 23
Marc speaking on ‘A life to pursue’ – Proverbs 15: 16 - 33
Sarah/Sam - worship
th
Aug 30
Martin speaking on ‘A way to speak’ – Proverbs 10: 18-21; 11: 11-13;
25: 11 - 15; 26: 17 - 22
Steve - lead & worship
th
Sept 7
Martin speaking on ‘A model to follow’ – Proverbs 31: 10 - 31

H B C Community News 24th July 2020

Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:
Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.
Thanks, Nigel

As you'll be aware, before the lockdown, as a church we would do a collection once a month
for Runnymede foodbank at our communion services. Since lockdown obviously this has not
been in place, but actually it's a time where more and more people are using foodbanks.

We continue to collect for foodbank, and have a plan in place which hopefully will mean
that those within distance of the church building will be able to safely support if they would like
to and are able to.
Evelyn has kindly agreed to put a couple of collection boxes out the front of church on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. They will be under the porch and to the side
so they're not in clear view of the road, but so that people are able to drop things off without
needing to enter the building. Please do not touch the boxes as you put things in if you can
avoid it.
Donations will then be taken up to the warehouse as required.
Please don't feel obliged if you do not feel you can safely donate or if finances are tight, but
we wanted to provide the opportunity for those who maybe are out and about on their walks or
exercise to drop things off as they pass by.
Thanks! Ineke
The most needed items at the moment are:
Sponge puds; Washing up liquid; Tinned fruit, not pears; Anti bacterial cleaners; Dried noodles; Cereals (not porridge): Rice; Jam; Tinned pasta, i.e. macaroni cheese etc.; Tinned
veg; Toiletries, i.e. shampoo, shower gel, deodorants, razors and shaving cream; Baby
wipes; Laundry powder/liquid.
Thanks.
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The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want to
pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name we
speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding
flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy. To
any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome may
be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust may
grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy Spirit
and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community that
you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and work here,
that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you.
Amen.
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