Heathervale Baptist Church Community News

17th July 2020

Dear Church Family
This coming Sunday the sermon focusses on the hostility that Christians sometimes experience when they live obedient lives that stand out as distinct from the values of the world.
Sometimes living distinctive lives will breed resentment in people who reject all that the
Christian faith or 'religions' stand for.
Many of us will have experienced times when work colleagues, family members, friends or
neighbours have made statements about Christian faith that are mocking or cynical or even
resentful in tone.
How should we respond as Christians? Peter tells us in 1 Peter 3 v 13 - 16:
'Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what
is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." But in your hearts
set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ
may be ashamed of their slander'.

Often showing gentleness and respect to people is as simple as listening patiently, compassionately and attentively to peoples’ questions or statements about the Christian faith even
when we find these insulting or mocking. If we listen well and ask people “why they feel the
way they do?” we build trust and show them respect and love. People are then more likely to
ask us questions about what we believe if we build trust with them.
Thank you
Martin.
Sunday Morning Service
This will include communion, so please come prepared with juice and some bread.
Special Church Meeting

Following the Special Church Meeting last week, and the counting of the votes, the leaders are
pleased to inform you that the members have confirmed the appointment of Marc Cousins as
Family & Community Evangelist at Heathervale Baptist Church. This appointment, even though
confirmed on 8th July 2020, will be from 1st July 2020 to ensure continuity of employment from
being on a student contract, which ended on 30th June, to a full time contract.
Thanks to everyone who was able to be at, and take part in that meeting. We now welcome
Marc as a full time member of staff at Heathervale, and continue to work with and support him
in this new role. Please pray for Marc and Carole and the family.
The Leadership Team
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Confident in witness
19th July 2020
Have you noticed that sometimes conversations about the Christian faith can be hostile in tone? You
may have experienced resentment or anger or cynicism from work colleagues, friends, neighbours, family members about Christian faith. Often these comments come in the form of statements such as “in my
experience Christians are often intolerant or bigoted.” Or “I’m a lapsed Christian.” Or “I believe that faith
is a private individual matter.” I’ve heard people say “Christianity and all faiths are the cause of wars” .
You may hear the accusation that “Christians pretend to be righteous but are hypocrites.” Another common complaint is the view that the bible supports slavery, the subjugation of women, intolerance and
that the OT encourages war and violence. Well if you have experienced any anger or insults or mocking
for your faith then you are in good company. Peter certainly experienced insults and even threats because of his faith in Jesus.
In Acts 5 Peter and the apostles were teaching the crowds in Jerusalem and healing people in Jesus’
name. The high priest and all the religious leaders were jealous because Peter and the apostles had a
huge following and were threatening their own authority as leaders. So they had Peter and the apostles
arrested and put in jail. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and
brought them out instructing Peter and the apostles “Go, stand in the temple courts and tell the people
the full message of this new life.”
Hearing that the Apostles had escaped from jail the religious leaders brought them in again for questioning and said – “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this (Jesus’) name, yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s (Jesus;) blood. Peter and
the other apostles replied: We must obey God rather than men! The God of our Fathers raised Jesus
from the dead – whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him to his own right hand
as Prince and Saviour that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. We are witnesses
of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit…”
The religious leaders were furious at this answer and wanted to put them to death. But a Pharisee
named Gamaliel addressed the other religious leaders and said “Let these men go! For if their purpose
or activity is from God you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting
against God'. This speech persuaded the religious leaders and after having them flogged they let them
go ordering them again not to speak in the name of Jesus. We learn that the apostles left the religious
leaders rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the name.
As a result of these experiences Peter writes in 1 Peter 3 v 13-14: 'Who is going to harm you if you are
eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what
they fear; do not be frightened"'.
The good news is that even Peter who had experienced unjust suffering and persecution for doing right,
considers this an unusual occurrence. The normal pattern is that if we live good lives following Jesus we
will enjoy blessing from God. But there are sometimes occasions where we will encounter angry and
resentful people who have an axe to grind with us because of our Christian faith. So Peter is basically
saying don’t be afraid when this happens, this is normal for Christians. Peter could testify that he had
been blessed even when persecuted for speaking about Jesus because he had seen God intervene –
first through the angel releasing them from jail and then in the person of Gamaliel who persuaded others to let them go. So if we experience anger or resentment or hostility towards us because we are a
Christian, we can consider ourselves like Peter blessed, because God’s eyes are on us, he watches
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over us and he will answer our prayers for help.
But Peter wants us to be confident in our witness too, even in the face of insults and slander, so he
writes – v 15 - 16: 'But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and
respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour
in Christ may be ashamed of their slander'.
Peter has shown us what this kind of witness looks like in Acts 5. When asked why they had carried on
teaching about Jesus when told not to, Peter replied “We must obey God rather than men.” Then he
tells them that Jesus has made them witnesses of his death and resurrection. Peter is confident and
bold in his answer but not disrespectful. He doesn’t accuse the religious leaders of anything but simply
states that they are following God’s command to preach rather than human orders not to preach.
Now it is likely that we will be asked different sorts of questions than Peter was asked, but none-theless sometimes people may ask us questions. Back in my 20s when I was teaching, I shared a rented
flat with a scientist who was mocking about Christianity. He claimed science disproved any need for
God and would argue that religion causes violence, war and oppression. Sometimes people don’t raise
issues about faith in a nice, textbook, tidy way. They often catch you off guard and they are often emotional in the conversation. Now, if we are to answer these kind of questions as Peter tells us we will
need to do so with gentleness and respect. In other words its even more important how you give an
answer than it is the content of the answer. Peter’s message is basically that your character of gentleness and respect is more important in pointing people to Jesus than in giving clever answers. I have
not always got this right. I once got into a heated argument with my own grandfather about the reality of
heaven and hell which didn’t have a positive outcome but left us both angry.

A good way to answer with gentleness and respect, particularly when someone raises the issue of faith
in an angry or mocking tone is with another question. So for example, if someone passionately states
“Well I just think Christianity causes war and violence,” a good place to begin is just to ask them a
question. Something like “Why do you believe that?” or “What has led you to think that?” Then we have
to be prepared to listen with patience and compassion even if their answer is difficult for us to hear. It is
quite likely that there is some truth in their accusation and we do as Christians have to take some truths
on the chin. For example, there is no doubt that sometimes in our history Christians have perpetuated
war and violence in the name of Jesus and this is a failure and the best thing to do is to hold our hands
up and say yes there have been failures. If we listen compassionately and with humility, we will build up
trust in the conversation. Asking follow-up questions that show we are trying to understand where the
person is coming from, builds trust. Someone is much more likely to ask us about what we believe if we
have built trust and shown them compassion by listening to their view. Listening attentively and compassionately is often the most loving response to help people move toward Jesus. If the conversation
moves on and they ask us what we believe, for example, about Christians and war and violence, we
can point them to the words of Jesus who said “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you.” We can always point people to the cross. Jesus himself suffered violence in being executed on
the cross to deal with our rebellion against God. The cross proves how much God loves the world even
though that world has turned against him. If we don’t have an answer to someone’s question the most
respectful and honouring answer is “I’m sorry I don’t know the answer to that.” You could then say what
you do know about the love of God from your own experience and from the example of Jesus.
Peter summarises all this for us in verse 17: 'It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for good than for doing evil'. So it is better to speak of Christ, even when that brings hostility towards us than to deny Christ
just for a comfortable and easy ride. We are not called to the easy and comfortable way but to follow
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the example of Christ – verse 18: 'For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit'. Peter reminds us that we are not alone in our suffering. Yes, we may suffer but Jesus, the righteous one has
already walked the road marked with righteous suffering and faced death himself.
So Jesus is our example in suffering and he promises to strengthen and comfort us by his Holy Spirit
in the midst of suffering. But Jesus is so much more than our example in suffering. Jesus’ suffering
and death were unique and unrepeatable. Jesus is our Saviour because his death was a once for all
sin offering in which he, who never sinned, satisfied the wrath of God by standing in the place of sinners like us and receiving the punishment for our sin. But for Jesus suffering and death were not the
last word. Jesus was 'put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit'. What Peter is saying here
is that Jesus was born in a natural body like ours that was subject to death and decay but he never
sinned. But Jesus was raised by the Spirit. In other words, Jesus’ resurrection body was a spiritual
body that would never decay or die.
The Christian hope therefore is that one day in the future when Jesus returns Christians who have died
in their natural body, will be raised with spiritual bodies that will not get sick or decay, or grow old or
die. So suffering and death are not the last word for us because Jesus has blazed a trail for us and
overcome suffering and death. Those who trust in Jesus will be raised to live eternally just as Christ
was raised from the dead.
This causes Peter to say in 1 Peter 4 v 1: Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves
also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin'. 'Done with sin'
doesn’t mean that we will be perfect in this life. The Bible teaches that Christians will continue to struggle with sin until we are delivered from it at death or at the return of Christ. Peter’s point is that Christian suffering shows that we have chosen to live for Christ rather than for the desires of the world
around us – as Peter puts it in 1 Peter 4 verse 2: 'As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life
for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God'.
Living obediently to Jesus will sometimes bring unjust suffering in the form of hostility and even insults.
This is because if we don’t live like the world with its pursuit of selfish pleasure but we live to serve Jesus, we will sometimes generate some resentment in people who have rejected Jesus. So Peter says,
prepare to suffer.
Everyone will one day have to give account to Jesus when he returns as judge. Those who mock and
insult Christian faith will have to give an account of this to Jesus. Those on the receiving end will also
be accountable as to whether we have been faithful in our witness. Surely we want to hear those
words “Well done good and faithful servant.” Let us then follow Jesus and be confident in our witness
by listening to people, asking them questions and then answering their questions with gentleness and
respect.

MONDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS
The Monday morning prayer meetings have resumed on Zoom at 9.30am-10am on a weekly basis. This is a
great opportunity to come together to pray for our church, our community and our nation that God would move in
power to bring in His Kingdom.
These prayer meetings are open to everyone who can link in online to Zoom. Evelyn will send out the link to
these prayer meetings in the week before.
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As you'll be aware, before the lockdown, as a church we would do a collection once a month
for Runnymede foodbank at our communion services. Since lockdown obviously this has not
been in place, but actually it's a time where more and more people are using foodbanks.
We continue to collect for foodbank, and have a plan in place which hopefully will mean
that those within distance of the church building will be able to safely support if they would like
to and are able to.
Evelyn has kindly agreed to put a couple of collection boxes out the front of church on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. They will be under the porch and to the side
so they're not in clear view of the road, but so that people are able to drop things off without
needing to enter the building. Please do not touch the boxes as you put things in if you can
avoid it.
Donations will then be taken up to the warehouse as required.
Please don't feel obliged if you do not feel you can safely donate or if finances are tight, but
we wanted to provide the opportunity for those who maybe are out and about on their walks or
exercise to drop things off as they pass by.
Thanks! Ineke
The most needed items at the moment are:
Sponge puds; Washing up liquid; Tinned fruit, not pears; Anti bacterial cleaners; Dried noodles; Cereals (not porridge): Rice; Jam; Tinned pasta, i.e. macaroni cheese etc.; Tinned
veg; Toiletries, i.e. shampoo, shower gel, deodorants, razors and shaving cream; Baby
wipes; Laundry powder/liquid.
Thanks.
Sunday Services by phone link

If you do not have access via a computer to the online Zoom Sunday services, please try using your
phone to dial in to the conference call facility that will enable you to hear the Sunday service live via
your phone. Details for accessing this facility are as follows:Zoom allows participants to dial in using their landline or from a mobile phone using the number below.
You will be asked to enter the Meeting ID which is 163 503 789 using the phone keypad. `you will be
invited to put in your personal ID but just type in #. Once you have followed the instructions you will
enter the meeting but will be muted and will only be able to hear the service.
Here are the details you will need:

Telephone no:

0203 481 5240

Meeting ID:

163 503 789

Password:

372424

(you may not be asked to enter this)

If anyone needs assistance you can call me on 07770 704987.
Thanks, Nigel
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Congratulations to:
During this period of lockdown, we are printing, (with consent),
a list of those who have a birthday during the month. Let us,
'Rejoice with those who rejoice' Romans 12: 15.
Nigel K on his birthday on 20th July
Helen C on her birthday on 22nd July
Brian on his birthday on 25th July
Val on her birthday on 26th July
If you have a birthday in August, and would like to be included in this newsletter, please email Evelyn on: admin@heathervale.org.uk or ring the office number: 01932 343588. We need to have your consent to include
you on the list. If it is a 'significant' birthday, and you would like the number included, please also confirm that
for us.

Sunday Series
Below is a list of the forthcoming sermon series, taking us into September.
July 19th Session 5
Confident in Witness – 1 Peter 3 v 13- 4 v 6
Martin - preach; Steve - lead & worship.

July 26th Session 6
Confident in Community – 1 Peter 4: 7 – 5: 14
Martin - preach; Tony - lead; Steve - worship.
Aug 2nd

Tony speaking on ‘A Lord to honour’ - Proverbs 1: 1 - 7

Aug 9th

Tony speaking on ‘A path to take’ – Proverbs 2: 1 - 22

Aug 16th Martin speaking on ‘A choice to Make’ – Proverbs 9: 1 - 18
Aug 23rd Marc speaking on ‘A life to pursue’ – Proverbs 15: 16 - 33

Aug 30th Martin speaking on ‘A way to speak’ – Proverbs 10: 18-21; 11: 11-13;
25: 11 - 15; 26: 17 - 22
Sept 7th

Martin speaking on ‘A model to follow’ – Proverbs 31: 10 - 31

Online Small Groups
If you would like to join an online small group, please contact Jude on her email: judithejt@googlemail.com.
Nigel's group is full but there are others available.
Thanks.
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The prayers for blessing below have been used in the Monday morning prayer meeting and at other times. You may want to
pray this where you are in your part of the community to speak blessing over your neighbours and friends.
FFALD-Y-BRENIN
Prayers for Blessing
Heavenly Father, we take upon ourselves the mantle of authority that Jesus delegates to us and in His Name we
speak to every household in this community and say to you:
'We bless you in the name of the Lord. We bless your marriages that they may be strong and whole. We bless
the relationship between each marriage partner that it may be loving, forgiving, merciful and strong. We bless
every intergenerational relationship within each household that there may be peace and love and understanding
flowing between each one.
In Jesus' name we bless every network of wholesome and supportive friendship.
We bless your health that you may be strong and well. In Jesus' name we resist any sickness or disease which
seeks to invade this community and to every person in the community, we say, be well, be strong, be healthy. To
any who are sick right now we say, we bless you in Jesus' name with a speedy recovery.
We bless your wealth that you may have plenty to replace poverty. We bless you to have enough to live and
enough to give. We bless the work of your hands that whatever you turn your hand to which is wholesome may
be profitable. We bless every wholesome enterprise that is conducted by you that it may prosper and be successful. We bless local businesses. We bless the work of local charities. We bless those who work in local government. We bless those who serve our local community.
We bless the local schools that they may be secure, safe places for teachers and pupils alike. We bless the children's capacity to learn and develop relationships and we bless their simple trust in Jesus, that their trust may
grow and become enriched.
We speak to the churches in our community and we say we bless you in the name of the Lord that the Holy Spirit
and the Word of God may flow out from you in power. We bless the hearts of all who live in the community that
you may be quickened to hear and respond to the voice of the Living God. We bless all who live and work here,
that the overspill of the blessings of the presence of the Kingdom of God may fall upon you.
Amen.
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